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SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE

OLDER POPULATION: 1974.

INTRODUCTION

This report brings together, in a single publication, a variety of social and economic characteristics of the older
population. Many of these statistics have already been published in Census Bureau and other governmental publica-
tions and are now being brought together as a matter of corivenience to the interested user, but some data are being
presented here for the first tiin6. The data in this report are primarily from the 1970 census and the March 1974
Current Population Survey. Below are presented a few summary statistics, which became available shortly before
publication, based onthe March 1975 Current Population Survey.

civilian noninstitutional porni lation, 65 years olc(and over

(In thousands)

Subject

AGE

Total persons, 65 years and over
65 to 69 years4 70rto 74 years

75 years and over'

21,127
7,844
5,580
7,703

F Aill LY STATUS
a

In prinpry families_ 14,621

Head of family 8,030
Wife of head 4,589'

In secondary families 4

Primary individual , 6,229

Living alone . , 6,008

With nonrelatives 223
Secondary individual R

272

In households 225

An group quarters . 45

INCOME

Median income of persons (dollars). . 3,083
Median income of families with head 65 years and

over (dollars).. 7,298

X Not applicable.

Male female

8,722'
3,463
2,362 3,218
2,897 4,806

7,264 7,357
6,923 1,107

(X) 4,589
3 1

1,345 4,884
1,290 4,718

56 167

109 163

90 135 k.

18 27

4,535 2,375

7,234 7,723

1
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INTRODUCTtONContimia

For purposes of this report, the "older" population is ciffined as the population 65 yeeri old and, over. The lower
,limit has been arbitrarffy placed at 65 years in recognition of a number of factors which, over the years, have
combined to make the attainment of age 65 a milestonefor example, a time for retirement, Social Security benefits
and Medicare coverage, income tax advantages, and reduction in transit fares and admission prices. This is also an age
group which has come to be identified with low income, widowhood, and loneliness. In some tables, Comparative
statistics are Shown for segments of the population below age 65 as well, particularly the 55 to 64 year olds. In a
number of areas, especially those .of an economic'nature, there are dramatic differences betideen the age groups 55
to 64 and 65 and over. For many 'persons, the 10 years prior to their 65th birthday represent their peak yearsor
high plateau yeariof earning power and of income per family member; in sharp contrast, this period is followed by
the reduced income of their retirement years.

There are striking differences in a number of areas among segments of the elderly and between the elderly and the
younger adult population. There are also similarities in some facets of tneir lifestyle. These 'similarities and differ-
ences are explored in relation to such characteristics as family -and marital status; institutional population, nativity
and parentage, mobility, residence, educational atvinmegt, vocational training, voting rates, veteran' status, labor
force participation, occupation and industry, irtcome and earnings, low-income status, housing, factOrs relating to
health and to the utilization of health servicm and crime victimization:

A CENTURY OF GROWTH

Since the turn of the century, the populttion 65 years old and over has increased at a rate fnore than twice that
of the. total population. While the total population has roughly tripled from 76 milliOn-in '1900 to 212 million in
1974, the populalon (65 and over has increased from 3 million to 22 million. Persons 65 and over constituted about
4 percent of the 1900 population bu' t'now constitute 10 percent of the total population.

,)The female population 65 and o r has grown even faster. Counts of men and women of thts age were quite
slmilaF during the earlier censuses of t is century, but women 65 and over now outnumber the men 12.8 million to
t.0 million. 4

The 65 and over segment of the population is expected to -climb by the year 2000 to about 30.6 million persons,
an increase of about 40 percent over the present nurnberlt would then comprise, depending upon the level of
future fertility, as much as one-eighth of the total Population.

I

9

lS



-r-

3

Table 1. POPULATION 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY SEX, JULY1, 1900 TO JULY 1, 1974

(Ntratte rn in t bourn:Ma. Tot al population 1. ny lut11 at: Irmt11 Force oVprOCOO, except 1900 to 1030)

Year
411 aren 1

65 vcarn and over Percent 65 yearn and over

T !.

Tot ! Male ; Female lot al ! dale Femalo Tot al Hale Female

1974 211,909 103, -15-1 108, 155 1 21,815 1 8,0615 12,840'
1970 204, 879 100,266 101, 613 20, 085 8,105 1 (till:8303

1960
1950

180.671 ! 89, 320 91,1.52 1 16,1;75 .7 , 512

152.271 1
75,8119 76, 122 12,397 5,1157 6,541

132, 122 66, 352 1 6), 770 r 9,011.1910 4, 621

1930 123,077 1 62,297 60,7181 1 6, 705 :11: :IX

1920 : :i11 ill106 161 7,1,291 52, 17)) I 1,929 2, 4145

142 , 1447 77, 554 ! 51, 853 1 i 3, 966 y 2, 0(16 ' 1,!18611910

1900
I

L 76, 091 I 311,16;72 :17 , 227 1 3, 099 I 1 , 565 t.t. 1,534
1 . 1 .

. .

Sourer, 11.6. Department of Comlle rre 1: I)ureatt of the k,,,... n

10.3
9.8
9.2

8.1

6.8

5.1

1.6

4.3

4.1

61.7

8.4

8.4

7.7

6. 6

5.4

1,6

.1,0

11.0
11 . 2'

10.0
8,1;
7 , 0

,

1,7

Table 2. PROJECTIONS OF THE TOTAL POPULATION AND OF THE POPULATION 65 YEARS OLD ApID OVER , BY SEX,
. FOR 5-YEAR INTERVALS: 1975 TO 2000

(Numbi.rn in t hounand n1

.

Ser Jen and Dux 1975 1980 ,
.

1985 1090 1995
0

2000
I

'-
5er 1 en 1'

_

. . .

.
Total popular ion, all /Igen., 213,611 :25,70!, 211,274 257,663 272, 685 287,007

Male l01,3.11 109,979 117,560 125,605 133,001 1401072
Female 109,197 115,726 123,71.1 132; 058 139,089 146,935

;erten 32-

t

' Tot al p4u1 at ion, al 1 agen '.:13,323 ' 220, 356. 228, 355 235,581 241,198 g 245,098
mal e If) i . 081 107,23H . 110,940 11.1,290 116,871 118,017
Female

)

, 109,212 ' 113;118 117, 115 121,291 124,326 126,181

Both NeXP, 65 vcarn and over 22, 130 21,523 '214, 659 28, 933 30, 307 .30,600
65 to 69 yearn

1

8,1817 8,663 9,161 9, 091 9 609., 9,023
70 to 74 min, ! 't 781 6,719 7,228 7,671 8,258 0,056
75 yearn and over 11,119 9.112 10,270 11.402 12,439 13,511

.

Male, 65 yearn and over 9, 117 .
9,914

1 10,684 11,510 11,995 12,041
Female, 65 yearn and over

llot h grown, 65 vcarn and over an percent
of total popular ion, al 1 agen :

I
13,162 , 10 , 009 15,975 17,415 18,311 18,550

Herten 1
ti erlen 3

!

1

10.5, 1

10.5
1

10.9,

11.1
1

1
11.0

1117

11.2
12.3

11.1

12.6

10.7

1
12.5

'Aqnuru,,o 2.7 bt rtho per woinan.'

'Agnomen 1.7 births Rpri. woman,

Solirre U. S , Depar tmenj of C.,mmuree, Bureau , 1 the enguq

S

r.
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FAMILY, MARITAL STATUS, AND FERTILITY

Persons 65 years old and over tend to live with few other persons and with relative's only. In 1974, about 80
percent of -all families with a head of this age consisted of two persons.tnly about 2 percent of the households
headed, by a persons 65 or over included nonrelatives of the head. Women living alone or with nonrelatives only
accounted for a significant portion about one-thirdof all household heads 65 years and over. This type of '
hou-sehold wassecond in this age group to husb6rid-wife households, which accounted for about 46 percent of all
houteholds headed by persons 65 or over.

Around one-sixth (18 percent) of the families in the Nation contain at, least one member who is 65 years old and
over, although family members at this age level accounted for only about 8 percent of all family members.

The proportion of men 65 years and over who werehousehold heads increased from 87 percent in 1960 to 91
percent in 1970. Among women, the corresponding increase was from 38 percent to 45 percent. During the same

'period, the proportion of men who were the father or the father-inlaw of the household head decreased from 7
'percent to 4 percent, and the proportion of women who were the mother or the motherinlaw of the head decreased

from&17 to 13 percent.

The most common marital status among men 65 and over is to be married, with a Wife present. Because men are
usually older than their wives and have higher mortality rates,:widowhood is the most common state among women
of this age group. In 1974, about 78 percent of white men 65 and over, and 60 percent of Negro men, were married
with a wife present: Corresponding percentages of women with husband present were 38 and 26 percent. About half
(52' Percent) the white women and 64 percent of Negro women were widowed, compared with 14 percent of white
men and 23 percent of Negro men.

As would be expected, the proportion of persons with their spouse present declines with increasing age while the
proportion widowed increases. By age 85 and over, the proportion of men who are married is about the same as for
those who are widowed, about 43 percerit in 1970, whereas forwomen the discrepancy was considerable, 11 percent
married compared with 77 percent widowed. For all ages 65 and over, the proportion of men Who are single and
who are divorced, however, are very similar to those for women. Overall, about 8 percent of men and women 65 and
over had never married, and about 3 percent were divorced. -

Education is related to marital status and to the factors affecting marital status. The proportion of men in 1970
who'were married and with their wives present tended to increase with increased educational attainment and the
proportion of those who were widowed tended to decrease. However, among men 65 years old and over, there was
little difference in the percent who were single according to years of school completed.

Women 65"years old and over, unlike men, showed marked differences in the percent single between the lower
and the higher levels of education. Among all women of these ages in 1970, about 8 percent were single compared
with about 19 percent of those who had completed 4 years of college and about 36 percent of those who had
completed 5 or more years of college. Although it is beyond the scope of this report, it would be interesting to know
the extent to which these differences are attributable to such factors as: (a) the relOctance of some men to marry
more highly educated women, (b.) the rejection o-f marital oppeanities by a woman while pursuing an education
and then not finding acceptable opportimities later, or (c) a consc s choice on the part of a woman to prepare for
a career without marriage.

White Amen, 65 years old and over, had borne fewer children on the average than had Negro women of the same
ages, about 2.8 children for white women who were ever married compared with about 3.1 for Negro women,
according to 1970 census daia. Among both white and Negro women, those well above 65 years of age had borne
more children on the average thaN4had those just above 65 years, reflecting the nigher fertility rates of the earlier
cohorts.
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Table 3. FAMILIES WITH HEAD 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER', BY TYPE AND SIZE: MARCH 1974

Size of family
1 Head 65 yearn apd over

Tot al

fi

All families thousands:. ! 7,885
Percent 100.0

2 persons
3 persons
1 persons
S persons
6 persons
7 persons or more

'Includes families with

79.9
12.8

3.9

1.6
0.9
0.90

Husband -wife

other male head, not shown separately,

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Burau of the Census.

6,150
1003.0

81.9

12.2
3:7'

1.0
0.5

0.7

Table 4. AGE OF FAMILY MEMBERS BY NUMBER OF`FAMILAES
AND NUMBER OF MEMBERS: MARCH 1974

Femdle head

1,135

100.0

NumberAge of members
thousands Percent

c!

55,053 (t)Total families

with members:
Under 18 years
18 to 64 years/
65 years and over

Total members
rnder 18 years
18 to 61 years
65 years and over

31,100
50,931

9,713

189,361
60,850

10/4,201

11,310

56.5

92.5
17.7

100.0
35.3
57.1

7.6

tAdds to more than since a family may have member() in more than one age category.

Source:. U.S. DepartmOnt of rommeree, Bureau of the. Census.

1JL

72.4

14.1

1.9

1,1

2.3

2.2



Table 5. HOUSEHOLD HEADS 66 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY TYPE OF HEAD AND PRESENCE OF
NONRELATIVES: MARCH 1974

Pre her., nonce lit
Total

hou9eh6ldn
,sith head

6!, and over

Primary

Hunhand,-
wife;

familiw, Primary IndIvIdualo

Other mule
had

Female
head

Male Female

lot al head., t.') ,,,ea r ., ,d1,1 ,,,,a.r. t taw ,and,. 13,'879 (1,148 79H 1,131, 1,331 1,668
Pe !'rent, ty type of head

.
100,0., 16 ti 7.1 11,3 4.6 33,6

Pe went, ht pre,rrtee a, t rtt )11 rt. I .1 it 4. 100,0 , 100.0 100.0 11)0.0 100.0 100.0

N reinre I - i t ive 97.9 995 482 914,1- 6:o , 96.3

1 r,,,,) r, 1 ., t l,... I 1.9 ,), 5 1.H. '3.1

''.! r,r ,,,,r 11 ,11 re A .1 t 11,1. 0 , 2 0.1 0,3 0,3

.1. /Ur, . ti,part M1111 t ( .,11(.7e r, t the Cetellei
A

Table 6. PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER IN HOUSEHOLDS, BY RELATION$HIP TO HEAD, SEX,
AND RACE: 1970 AND 1960

\4
en and rolatIonqhle

".61.1.

To tIll Ile r:,,n, 61 V1..1 t. and
tr arloti,, Id ,
.Percent

9

All
rareal

over In
thousand,,,, 6 071

UM , 0
7,330
100.0

666
100,0

Head - , 90.8 91.3 H5.7

Parent nl kead ,r wife 1.1 1.1

Other relative q head 3.0 2,H 5,2

Nonrelat1ve of had 1.4 1.5 5.1

117.t11.E

1,t 11 Iter-eqe. 65 years and ,rvr in
h,ni.a.11,,1,1: . t tu al a nd 10,625 A) (MI H63

1,,,r, en t 100.0 100.0 100.0

8,ad ° 15. `. 11.8 19.11

WiSe .,f i,.111 35.11 36.2 26.3
Parent f heal. 11r A 1 fe 12.7 12.6 .13.5

,)th,,r re 1 it 1Vo of head.... 5.1 1.9 7.1

Nonrolative ,q tw,d 1.7 ,

1
' ,_

1.6 3.0 I

- _

t Inc I (We, of of her ,h,m,1-,:opit rat el y

I' 6 Departmeitt CommajcvBureau of the Cvnquq

6,9/45

100,0
H6,H
6,4

3.6
7.8

8,11

100.0
382
31.6
16.H
6.H

2.6

6,120 565

100.0 ! 1(,10.0

87.2 H2.1

6.9 6.5

3.1 10
2.5 6.1

7,H02
100,0
37,9
36.3

16.8

6.6
7.1

610
100.0

1S.7

76.7
111.0

8.6

1.1

I.
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Table 7. MARITAL STATUS OF PERSONS 65 ARSHDLCIAND OVER, BY RACE AND SEX: 1974, 1970, AND 1960

(Numbers. In thousands Civilian noninStitutional population)
.

I
- Marital status and race

.

Male Female

1974 1976° 1,960 1974 1970 1960

.
, .

,

WHITE

.
.

.
.

Total, 65 years and,oven,...thousands 7,727 . 7,661 6,720 11,027 10-,692 8,239,
Percent 100,0 9 100.1) rbb.o 100.0 100.0 100,0

Singe , 4,5 7.4 7.8 6,5 8,3 8.8
Married, spouse present 78.4 "- 69,5 .., 67,7 38.2 34:5 35.4
Married, spouse absent 1,4 , 3.6 3,5 1,2 ' 2.3 3.5
Widowed... 13,6 16,5 18.7 51.5 51.7 51.3
Divorced 2,1 2.9 2.3 2,6 3.1 , 2,Oi

NEGRO
. .

* _

Total, 65 years and over.... thousands 1/), 715 1 691 15890 956 891 1660
Percent ,-- 100.0H 100.0 100,0 100.0 100,0 100.0

Single 6.2 8,1 , 6.6 4.7 6.1 4,4
Married, spouse present 59.6 55,7 58.5 25.5 26,1 26.9
Married, spouse-absent.. ,p 9.1 8.6 8,1 3,2 6,0 5.3
Widowed 22,8 23.7 %4.4 64.0. 58.1 61.4
Divorced 3.6 L 3.9 2,5 2.6 3,8 2.0

'Negro and other races.

. Source: U.S. Department of Commerce,-Bureau of the Census.

1

Table 8. MARITAL STATUS OF t'ERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER , BY AGE AND SEX: 1970

n

4

Marital
:lk

status and sex
Total,
65 years
and over

65 to 69
years

70 to 74
years

75 to 79
years

80 to 4

yea
85 years
and over

4)

b '

Total thousands.. 8,433 3,116 2,324 1,580 876 537
Percent 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Single 7.5 7,1 7,3 7.3 7.6 10.8
Married .

72.4 80.6 75,8 68.8 58.0 43,4
Spouse present 68,3 76.9 72,1 64,5 52,9 37.7
Spouse absent

, 4.1 3.7 3.8 4.3 5.1 5.7
Separated 1.5 1.6 1.5 1,4 1.3 1.3
Other 2,6 2.0 2,3 3,0 3.8 4,4

Widowed 17,1 8.8 13.8 21,2 32,0 43.4
Divorced 3.0 3.5 3,1 2,,,7 2.4 2.4

FEMALE .
1

Total thousands.. 11,658 3,897 3,116 2,284 1,400 961
Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Single 8.1 7.4 7.8 8.4 , Vil 10.7
Married 36.5 52,0 40.0 . 27,9 11(2 10.7

Spouse present
.,--

33.9 49.1 37.4 25,4 14.8 8.5
Spouse absent ,e,,,,

.
2.6 2.9 2,6 2.4 2.4 2.3

Sepapl4ed 1.0 1.5 .1 0,8 0,6 0.6
Other 1,6 1.5 1.5 1.6. 1,8 1.7

Widowed... 52.2 36.5 49.0 61,1 71.9 76.9
Divorced 3.2 4.1 3.3 2.7 2.1 1.7

Source: U,S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 9. MARITAL STATUS OF PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD JD OVER, BY YEARS OF SCHOOL
COMPLETED AND SEX: 1970

.
5 Percent by mari1.11 status .

Married'
..

Total,

Yfyr. of school completed and sex
0

(thou 7-.

sands) Total Single
Spouse present Spouse absent

Widowed Divorced

Married
Total

once
Separated
44

Other

. ,

...

Male, 65 years old and over 8,443 100.0 7.5 .68,1' :., a.0 1.5 2.6 17.1 3.0

Elementary: Less than 5years...0-.. 1,343 100.0 9.8 57.9 42.3 2.6 ' 3.0 "23.5 v 3.2

5 to 7 yearn 1,803 100.0 V..6.0 65.1 50.5 1.7 2.8 19.2 3.3

8 nears 2,055 100.0 7.1 69.3 55.1 1.2 2.6 17.0 2.9

High school: 1 to 3 years 1,204 100.0 6.6 72.3 56.3 1.4 2.5 14.1 3.2

1 years 994 100.0 6.6 72.6 56.5 ml 2.5 14.1 3.0

College: 1 to 3 years 504 100.0 6.1 75.6 58.2 . 0.9 I 2.3 12.3 2.8

4 years 296 100.0 6.1 76.3 60.8 0.8 2.2 12.1 .2.5
5 years or more 233 100.0 7.4 77.7 62.1 0.6 2.5. 9.8 -. 2.0

Median school years completed 8.5 (X) 8.3, 8.7 8.7 7.7 8.4 8.2 8.4

Female, 65 years old'and over 11,658 100.0 8.1 33.5 27.5 1.0 1.6 52.2 3.2

Elementa0"y: Less than 5 years 1,436 '100.0 6.8 26.2 . 20.5 1.7 1.7 61.3 2.4

5 to 7 years 2,208 100.0 5.6 31.6 25.0 1.4 1.1 56.8 2.9
Oa %

8 years 2,808 100.0 6.2 35.1 28.6 0.9 1,7 53.4 2.8

High school: 1 to 3 years 1,863 100.0 7.5 35.9 28.6 1.0 1.5 50.4 3.7

4 years 1,888 100.0 9.6 37.1 30.5 0.7 1.4 47.6 3.6

College: 1 to 3 years 879 100.0 10.9 37.3 31.4 0.6 1.4 46.0 3.9

4 years ' 388 100.0 18.7 36.2 31.4 0.6 1.5 39.5 3.5

. 5 years or more 179 190.0 ' 35.7 26.7 22.5 0.6 1.3 30.6 5.0

Median school years completed"' 8.8' (X) 10.7 8.9 H.9 . 8.2 8.6 8.6 9.4

X Not applicable.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

Table 10. NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN TO WHITE AND NEGRO WOMEN
N EVER MARRIED, FOR WOMEN 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER: 1970

Age and race

Women ever
married

Children ever born

Number Per.1,000

(thousands)
women

(thousanqs) es'er married

1 WHITE .

65 years old and 'over 9,803 27,039 ' 2,75H
65 to 69 years ,247 H,026 2,472
70 to 74 years 2,63H 7,080 2,6H4
75 to 79 years 1,944 . 5,690 2,927
80 to 84 years 1,1H9 3,712 3,122
85 years old and over 71.14 2,532 3,221

NEGRO
I

-45 years old and over H37 2,627 3,137
65 to 69 years 336 966 : 2,873
70 to 71 years 217 656 j 3,018
75 to 79 years 137 454 1 3,324
80 to 84 year,: 80 3,611
85 years old and over 67 .261 3,923

Source, U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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INSTITUTIONAL POPULATION. .

Approximately 1 million persons 65 years and over were living in institutions in 1970. About 8o trf of 10 of these
were in homes for the aged and another 1 out of 10 were in mental hospitals and residential treatMent centers..The
remainder were patients in hospitals because of physical reasons eg were inmates of correctional and other institu-
tions. About twice as many women as men were in institutions, reflecting their greater incidence in ,comes for the
aged which is in harmony with their greater numbersoynong the older population. (The institutipnal population was
counted in the census but was excluded from the Current Population Survey. Similarly, all members of the Armed
Forces were included in the census, but in CPS only those members of the Armed Foices in the United States living
off post op living with their families on post were included.)

%

1'4)
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Table 11. INMATES OF INSTITUTIONS BY TYPE OF INSTITUTION FOR PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD

AND OVER, BY SEX? 1970

(Numbpro in thousands)

l

. 1.
t,

Type of 4 nstitution

Total Male, Female
"

Number
.

Percent Number Percent Number
.

Percent

.
, .

A i
Total persons, 65 years and over 968' /100.0 3 14 100.0 654 100.0

Prisons and reformatories; 2 0.2 2 0.6 -
Local jails and workhouses 2 . D.2 2 (LP - -

Mental hospitals and residential
tr6atment centers 113 11.7 51 16.2 ' 62 9.5

Tuberculosis hospitals 5 0.5 3 1.0 2 0.3
Chronic disease hospitals 35 3.6 16. 5.1 19 2:9
Hinnen for the aged and dependent 796 82.2 234 74.5 562 , §,9
All other 15 1.5 6 1.9 9 lA

- Represents4zero or rounds to zero.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

p
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NATIVITY AiND PARENTAGE %.

Persons 65 years and over comprise a Larger share-about one in every five overall-of the foreign stock population
(the fore? born plus native persons of foreign or mixed parent) than of the total population (1 in every 10).
One-third of the foreign-born population and one.sixth of native persons of foreign or mixed parentage were 65
years and older.

, 11

For the 33.6 million population of foreign stock (of all ages) in 1970, the leading countries of origin were Italy,
Germany, and Canada. There was wide variation by country in the age distribution of persons who were foreign

. stock: There were some countries of origin, for example, from which as many as 1 of every 3 perSons of foreign
stock was 65 years or over-Denmark, Germany, Ireland, Norway, and Sweden-and others from which less than 1 in
10 was 65, and over -Cuba, China, Japan, and Mexico. These differences reflect in large part the periods during which
immigrants from various countries entered the United States, with the latter groups representing immigration of a
more recent period,

CY°
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Table 12. TOTAL POPULATION AND POPULATION 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY NATIVITY,
PARENTAGE;-AND SEX: 1970

Nativity and parent:14;9

..T(YTA1, POPULATION

r
Total

W.V9 thounands.. 203,210

Median age a 28.1

Pernonn 63 yearn and over thounands

4

20,101

An percent of all agen 9.9

NATIVE OF NATIVE PAUNTAGE

All ages thounandn..

Median ap
Perftons 66 yearn and Arr thunandn..

An percent of all ageq

NATIVE OF FOREIGN OR r IXED PARENTAGE

168,635
24.4

.13,126
7.7

All agon thounandn.. ^ 23,956

Median age 17.3

Pergonn 65 yearn and over thotlandn.. 3,900

An percent of all ages 16.3

FOREIGN BORN

Igen thousandq.. 9,619

M lian age 52.0

1,0 nova 65 yearn andSover thousandn. 3,0751
Aq percent of all ages 32.0

Source: U,S, )Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Censuq,

c.

0

I o

Male Female

ft

98,862 01,328
26.8 29,3
8,436 11,665*

8.5 11.2

V

14,989 86,646
23.5 25.3

,,440 7,686

6.6 Q 8.9

1,489' 12,67
46.2 4A,2

1,606 2,293

14.0 18,4

1,401 5,216

52.2 51.9
1,389. 1,686

31.5 32.3

II

r.

1.



Table 13. FOREIGN STOCK POPULATION BY COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: 1970

Country ot origin

I

Total foreign
strnk,

flumber

(thousands)

All countries 33,575

United Kinftdm 2,465
'Ireland ° 1,450
Norway 615
Oweden 806-

Denmark 326
Netherlands 384
France 343
Germany 8,622
.Poland 2,374
Czechoslovakia 760
Austria 975
Hungary 604
Yugoslavia 447
U 9'S R 1,943

Lithuania 331
Greece 433
Italy 4,241
China 339
Japan 394
Canada '3;035
Mexico 2,339

1 Cuba 561

Other Went' Indies 385
other Central and South Ameri 578

All other 2,783

Sitrce: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the. Cennun.

5

0

z

.1
tJ

13

Percent

Foreign. stock 65
years and over

Number

(thousands)
Percent'

100.0
1

7.3
4.3

1.8
2.4
1.0

1.1

1.0

10.8

7.1

2:3
2.9
1.8

1.3

5.8
1.0

1.3
12.6

.1.0
1.2

9.0

7.0
1.7

1.1

1,7

8.3

6,975 20.8

657
466
220
311

114

78

82

1,275
432

173

245
118

60
480
67
53

680
24
35

,550
144

33
29
22

418

26.7
32.1

35.8
30.6
35.0
20.3
23.9
35.2
18.2

22.8
25.1
19.5

13.4

24.7
20.2
12.2

16.0
7.1

0.9
18.1

(3.2

5.9
7.5
3.8
15.0
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MOBILITY AND RESIDENCE .11

l'ersons 65 and over change residence infr.equenty--at less than half the rate of the total population. AbOut four
omit of five persons (79 percent) 65 and over lived in the same house in 1974 as they .did in 1970. Even so, 3.5
million persons 65 and over moved during the 4year period; many of those whoTh6ved (60 percent) remained
within the same county.

4

About two out of three persons 65 and over live,in metropolitan areas in 1970, and about half-of these lived in
the central Cities. In nonm9tropolitan areas, a small percentage lived on farms, whereas the bulk of the residents were
about equally divided between urban and ruralrlonfarm areas.

O

a
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Table 14. MOBILITY OF THE POPULATION 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER AND 4 YEARS OLD
AND OVER, BETWEEN MARCH 1970 AND MARCH 1974, BY SEX

-a

/ Mobility °pays

Bit

4 years
and ovor

°oxen

65 years
and ovor

Malo Female

4 yearn
and over

65 years
and over

4 yearn
and Oar

-,

65 years'
and ovor

. ,

Total population thousands:. 194,905 20,602 04,238 8,528 109,727 12,071
Porcont 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 /100.0 100.0

. .

Saco hot's° (nonnovorn) 57.4 78.6 56.7 76.6 58.1 78.6
Difforpnt houno in U.S. (movors) 37.2 17.1 37.5 17.0 36.9 17.1

Sarno county 22.3 10,3 22.3 10.1 112.3 10.4
Differont county 14.9 6.8, 15.2 6.9 14.5 6.7
Within State 7.3 3.5 7.4' 3.5 7.2 3.5
Botwoon Staten 7.8 3.3 7.8 3.4 7.4 3.2

Contiguouo 2.4 1.1 2.1 1.0 "2.3 1.1
Roncontiguoun - 5.2 ' 2.2 5.4 2.4 5.0 2.1

No report on mobilitl statimi 5.4.' 4.3 5.6 4.5 5.1 4.3

lAiso includon movoro who wero abroad in March 1970.

Source: U.S. Department of Concerto, Bureau of the Connus.

K
Table 15. PERSONS 65 YEARS'OLD AND OVER, BY METROPOLITAN-NONMETROPOLITAN

RESIDENCE AND SEX: 1970

Residence Both sexes Male Female

Total, 65 yoars and over-thounands.. 20,102 ''' 6,438 11,664

Percont - 100.0 e

t

100.0 100.0

Metropolitan 64.2 62.5 65.4

Central cities 34.1 32.4 35.4

Other urban 23.5 22.8 24.0
Rural nonfarm 5.3 5.8 5.0

Rural farm, 1.2 1.5 1.0

Nonmeteopolitan 35.6 37.5 34.6

Urban 15.4 ' 14.5 16.0

Rural nonfarm 16.2 17.6 15.1

Rural farm 4.3 5.1 3.5

Source:. U.S Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Cennua.

O
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EDUCATION, VOCATIONAL TRAINING, AND LITERACY

The rAent strides n education which are 'so clearly evident in the younger population are also manifested in the
population 65 and over, althpugh for the most part that segrrient of the population completed their education prior
to 193-:- AboUt 33 percent of the white men 65 and over had at least a high school education in 1974,,cOMpared
with 26'percent for this age group in 1970 and 18 pertent in 1960,, reflecting increased educational attaInmant levels
.of younger,,cohorts. Among white women, 36 percent had completed at least 4 years of high school in 1974,
compared with 31 percent in 1970 and 22 percent 1960. Oath for Negro men and women in this age group appear
to show similar trends, but their numbers are too Small to detect statistical significance in their apparent differences,

In 1970, about 21 percent of men 65 and over and 18 percent of women of the same ages had completed some
type of vocational training program. Among both men and Women, the proportion completing a vocational program
tended to be higher as education increased but dropped off slightly among college graduates. About 18 percent of
the men with lbss than a high school education had completed a program, compared with about 31 percertt of high

'school graduates who had not gone on to college. About 26 percenot of male college graduates had completed a
vocational training program.

Among women 65 and over, about 13 percent of hose with less than a high school education had completed a,
vocational training program; corresponding percentages for high school graduates and college graduates were 29
percent and 24 percent, respectively.

The most recent survey on literacy (1969) indicated that about 650,000 persons or 19 percent of the 3.5 million
persons 65 and over with less than a sixth grade education were illiterate, that is, they -could not read and write in
any language. (This survey, by definition, included in the literate category all persons having a sixth grade education
or more.) Women were somewhat more likely to be illiterate than men (21 percent compared with 16 percent), and
Negroes 65 and over were about twice as likely to be illiterate as white older persons (31 percent compared with 15
percent). About one-half of the 1 million persons who ha-cl completed less than 2 years of school were illiterate
compared with about 20 percent of those who completed 2 years of school and 8 percent of those who completed 3
years otschool.



S o ;Table 16. YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED BY PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER,
BY RACE AND SEX: 1974, WO, AND 1960

Yearn of school completed
afia rat C.

Total, 65 yearn and over..thousands
Percent

Flementa Leon than 5 years
5 to 7 yearn
IA yearn

High school: 1 to 3 yearn
1 yearn

tug lc( e I to 3 yearn
1 yearn or more

N11:1:0

'total, h ", years and over..thounands
Percent.

Elementary: Lens than 5 yearn
5 to 7 years
8' yearn

High school: 1 to 3 years
1 yearn

College: 1 to 3 yearn
1 yearn or more

17

.1974

Ualc
Te

Female

.

197091.

Male

1960

Female Male Female

.

7,727 11,027 7,664 18,696 6,720 8,289
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

.

100.0 100.0

10.14 8.8 13.1 '10.2 20.! 15.6
16.1 14.6 20.5 23.2 20.4
25.9 24,5 25.8 25.0 27.4 28.8
14.1 15,6 14.8 16.4 10.9 13.3
17.5 22,0' 12.7 £17.5 8.2 12.2

8.5 8.3 6.3 5.1 5.2 6.4

9.2 6.2 6.8 5.2 4.6 3.3

715 . 956 692 894 1589 1660

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 34,2,2

45.2 32.1 44.2 33.4 57.1 48.8
27.0 29.4 27.4 30.2 21.6 25.7
10.8 12.2 10.7 13.1 9.5 11.4
7.3 13.6 8.9 11.8 5.1 6.6
4.3 7.9 4.9 6.4 3.4 4.1
2.9 2.2 2.2 2.7 1.8 2,0
2.5 2.5 1.8 2.4 1.5 1.4

'Negro and other paces.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

Table 17. VOCATIONAL TRAINING OF PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY YEARS OF SCHOOL
COMPLETE[, RACE, AND SEX: 1970

. (Numbers in thousandn)

Yea's of school
completed

All races' White

Male h Female Male Female

Total. 65 yearn and over 8,433 11,658 7,661 10,692

Percent completed training program. 20.7 17.7 21.4 18.2

Less than 1 years of high school 6 . 106 8,314 5,710 7,464
Percent completed training program 17.7 13.2 18.3 13.6

High school 1 years 994 1,898 952 1,833
Percent completed training prOgram 31.0 28.6 31.1 28.6

College 1 to 3 years 504 879 487 851

Percent completed training' program 33.8 32.2 33.8 32.0

College 1 years or more S. 529 567 512 544

Percent completed training program 25.8 23.7 ,25.6 2ig6

'Includes persons of other races, not shown separately.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

2(i

Net; ro

Male Female

691 891

13.5 11.9

630 789

11.8 9.8

34 55

29.3

14, 25

33.4 3.1.8

14 21

31.8 25.8
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Table 18. LITERACY OF P
COMPL
(Numtfero

h

Yearn of nehool completed
and illiteracy

t
itotnl, 65 yearn and over, le

Percent illiterate

No school years completed
Percent illiterate

1 school year completed.
Percent illiterate

2 oFh00% Years completed
Percent illiterate:

3 echool years completed.
Perecnt illiterate.

4 school years completed.
Percent illiterate

5 "echool years completed
Percent illiteiate...

- Represents zero or
Bane loon than 75

lIncluden pernonn t

Source: 0.8. Bop

ERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY YEARS OF SCHOOL
ETED, RACE, AND SEX: NOVEMBER 1969
in thousands. C/vilian noninntituttonal population)

es than

. . .........

rounds to zero
,000.

a other racen, not °holm separately.

All

Total

recce'

,t1.5,10 Female

.

Total

White NeGro

Male Female Total Male Female

3,495 1,670 1,810 2,684 1,296 1,357- 753 354 400
18.6 16.2 20.0 14.9 12.1 17.2 30.5 29.4 31.5

B15 335 401 612 246 366 105 14 00

50.3 45.1 54.3 44.0 39.8
*
48.6 70.3 (8) 77.8

167 88 00 99 55 44' 68 32 36
49.7 46.6 52.5 37.4 (B) (8) (0) (3) (8)

330 180 153 243 128 115 91 54 30
19,8 19.4 20.3 16.0 11.7 20.0 28.6 (p) (B)

051 340 311 498 200 237 150 77 73

8.3 7.9 0.7 6.2 5.4 6.8 16.0 16.9 (B)

71.5 366 349 562 290 207 144 OS 80
rt

3.1 3.0 3.2 2.7 2.4 3.0 4.9 (B) 3.8

000tifh9363 4'45 070 311 350 k 135 52 83

1.5 1.7 1.3 8.9 (B) 7.2

artment of Commerce, Bureau of the Cennun.

40
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VOTING

About three out of every four persons 65 years old.iind over reported that they were registeredli to vote in the
1972 Presidentia election. About five aut of every sik of those who were registered reported that they had voted.
Higher percentages of persons aged 65 to 74 voted than did those 75 years and over (68 percent compared with;56
percent); higher percentages of men than women.65 and over voted (71 percent compared with 58 percent); Lind
higher percentages of white persons than Negroes of this age voted (65 percent compared witfi-8-1 percent).

In the 1974 Congressional election, about 70 percent of persohs 65 and overwer'e reported registered as against
76 percent in the Presidential election of 1972, and just about half (51 percent)- reported voting in 1974 compar6d
with 64 pgrcent in 1972. (Voter turnout is usually smaller in nonPresidential election years.) Still, persons 65 and
over were more likely 'to register than the total population (62 percertt) and, having registered, were also more likely
to vote (51 percent versus 45 percent).

5

2 i
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Table 19. REPORTED REGISTRATION AND VOTER PARTICIPATION OF PERSONS 65 YEARS
OLD ANIYOVER, BY AGE, RACE, AND SEX: NOVEMBER 1972

Acup,race, and non

ALL Inc

Roth nenon, 65 yearu.and over..
to 71 y(aro. . ..... , ........

7, Yearn and over.... .... .. : ......

Vale. 65 yearn and over..
65 to 71 vcarb.
75 yearn andlover

Gana)(, 65 yearn and over.. . .

65 to 71 yearn.. .

75.yearn and over.. .

Mfr.

..............
......

Roth Den°. 65 year!) and over
69 to 71 yearn. . . .

75 ytorn and over. ........

Vale, 65 yearn and over... .... .

65 to 71 yearn.... . ... ......
75 yearn and over.

fvmaly, 65 yearn and ;e.cr.
65 to 71 yearn.. '.... .... ....

75 yearn and over

11;RO

Roth nexen,, 65 yearn and over. ....

65 to 71 yearn. ..... . .... '.',.. ..... ...

7; yearn and over.. ............. . .......

dale, 65 Vvar6 and over. .

65 to 71 yearn.
75 yearn add oVor

female, 65 yearn and over....
65 to 71 yearn... . . ..... ......

75 yearn and over ..... .....

(Civilian noninntitutionc0 population)

T

I/ kotal
persona
(11100-

nandn)
Total --

persona

Portent

Reportcd

Total

dintrihution

thoy woro rc31otorcd

Roported
'voted

Reported did
not vote'

Reported
not

tared°

0,071 100,0 75.0 63.5 12.1 21.4
12.600 100,0 70.5 (111.1 10.3 21.5
7,166 100,0 70.7 55.6 15.1 20,3

0,316 100.0 01.0
4p 70.7 11.2 10,1

5,170 106.0 112.9 73.2 9,7 17.1

2,070 100,0 00,0 65..9 11,1 20.0

11,726 100,0 71.1 50.1 12.7 20.9
7,130 100.0 75.1 61,3 10.0 24,0
1,500 100.0 61.9 19.1 15.0 35.1

10,307 100.0 76.5 61.0 11.7 23.5
11,131 100.0 79.3 69.1 9.0 20.7
6,073 100.0 71.9 57.1 14.7 20.1

7,576 100.0 03.0 72.3 10.7 17.0

1,910 100.0 01.1 71.8 9.3 15.9
2,020 100.0 01.0 67.7 13.3 19.0

1

10,732 1 100.0
6,106 100,0

71.9
75.7

59.5
65,3

12.1

10.1'

26.1

24.3
i 1,216 100.0 66.2 50.6 15.6 33.0

1,613 100.0 67.9 50.6 17,2 32.1

!
1,051 100.0 71.9 56.1 15.5 20,1

I .1, 559 100.0 60,3 39.6 20.6 39.7

006 100,0 73.9 56.3 17,6 26,1

1.511 100.0 71.0 59.8 15.0 25.2

236 400.0 72.0 19.1 22.6 20.0

927 11)0.1) 63.1 16.1 17.0 36.6
601 100,0 69.7 53.9 15.1 30.3

323 100,0 51.6 32.5 10.2 40.4

lIncluden -do not 4110v- and not reported' on votinv.
2Includen "rjo not know" and not reportell" on reilintration
'Inelden pornonn of other raven not nhown neparately.

Roureo! Department of Comilercp..04renn of the Cenann.

2 6
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Table 20. REPORTED RkGISTRATION AND VOTER PARTICIPATION OF TOTAL VOTING AGE POPULATION
AND POPULATION 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY. RACE AND SEX: NOVEMBER 1974

Age, race,
and sex

Total'
persons
(thou-.

sands)

Percent distribution

Total
persons

Reported they were registered
Reported

not

regis-
tered'

Total
Reported
voted

Reported
did not'
vote'

PERSONS 18 YEARS AND OVER

All races' 141,299 100.0 62.2 44-7 17.5 37.8
Male 66,393 100.0 62.8 46.2 16.6 37.;

74 906, 100.0 61.7 43.4 18.3 38.3

9Xe 125,132 100.0 63.5 46.3 17.2 36.5
V 59,153 100.0 64.3 47.9 1,6.4 35.7

65,979 100.0 62.8 44.9 18.0 37.2
4

Negro 14,175 100.0 54.9 33.8 21.1 45.1
Male 6,323 100.0 52.8 33.4 19.4 47.2
Female 7,852 100.0 56.5 34.1 22.5 43.5

PERSONS 65 YEARS AND OVER

All race:' 20,955 100.0 70.2 51.4 18.8 29.8
Male 8,663 100,0 75.8 58.7 17.1 24.2
Female 12,292 100.0 66.2 46.2 20.0 33.8

White 19,058 100,0 71.2 52.8 18.4 28.8

Male 7,843 100.0 77.2 60.6 16.5 22.8

Female ...v 11,215 100.0 617.0 47.3 19.7 33.0

Negro 1,710 100.0 62.9 38.5 24.4 37.0
Male 725 100.0 64.8 40.6 24.3 35.2
Female 986 100.0 61.6 37.0 24.5 38.3

.

'Includes "do not know" and ".not reported" on voting.
'Includes "do not know and "not reported" on registration.
'Includes persons of other races, not shown separately.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

.0(



VETERANS

In 1970, appluAimately 2.2 million men 65 years old and over were veterans, roughly one -fourth of all males 65
and over. .03out 9 out of 10 of these veterans were in service while this country was at war. The great majority of
these served during World War I, with a significant number serving during World War II.

In June 1974, of the 2.2 million veterans `receiving compensation from the Veterans, Administration for service-
connected disabilities, 193,000, or 9 percent, were 65 and over. In addition, 60 percent of the 1 million veterans
receiving pensions for nonservice-connected disabilities were 65 and over, Thus, better than one out of every three
veterans 65 and over were receiving some form of veterans' disability pension.

The 155,000 hospitalized veterans 65 and over accounted for 15 percent of the 1 million total veterans hospital-
ized during the fisdal year ending June 1974.
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Table 21. PERIOD OF SERVICE OrCIVILIAN MALE VETERANS 65 YEARS.
OLD AND OVER, BY RACE: 1970

(Numbers in thousands)

Period of service
cosi .All
i- ,

White Negro

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

. . .

Total veteranr: 65 years and over 2,209 100.0 lb 2,047 100.0 146 ,,100.0

War veterans '2,011 91.1 1,857 90.7 140 95.8

Korean War 6 0.3 5 0.3 1 0.7

Korean liar and World War II 24 1.1 23 1.1 1 '0.4

World War II 394 17.8 363 17.7 25 17.4

World War I 1,588 71.9 1,466 71.6 113 77.3

Other service veterans 198 9.0 190 9.3 6 4.2
,

lIncludes persons of other rades, not shown separately.
tT

Source: U.S. Department orcommerce, Bureau the census.
/

jrt

Table 22. RECIPIENTS OF VETERANS' BENEFITS AS OF JUNE 30, 1974

'Type of
hpnefit

Total
recipients

Recipients 65 years and over

NumberiQ
Percent of

total

Corensation (for service- connected disability) 2,211,216 . 190,202 8.7

Pension (for nonservice-connected 1,030,000 619,927 60.2

Dependent of deceased veteran drawing 4
0

\_,
compensation , 506,073 44.7

Dependefit of deceased veteran drawing pension 1,788,443 621,2 4 34.7

Hospitalization (during Fiscal Year 1974) 1,043,293 155,4 0 r 14.9

Source: Veterans Administration, unpublished data. 1
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LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION, EMPLOYMENT STATUS, AND OCCUPATION AND INDUSTRY

Since 1940, there has been an overall decline in the labor force participation, rate of persons 65 years and over,
but that decline has not held for both sexes. Among men of this age group, 42 percent were in the labor force in
1940 but only 22 percent in 1974, reflecting the tendency toward earlier retirement in recent years. Women, on the
other hand, showed some tendency toward an increase between 1940 and 1970, from 6 percent to 10 percent,-but
since then they, too, have shown signs of a decrease in labor force participation, down to 8 percent in 1974.

Differences by race in worker level among the elderly have greatly decreasedfrom 8 percentage points in 1940
to 1 percentage point in 1974. In 1940, aboUt 23 perCent of white persons. 65 and over wee in the labor force-
compared with 31 percent of persons of Negro and other races. 1p 1974, around 14 percent of the elderly were in
the labor force.

About 2.0 million men and 1.1 million women 65 years old andswer were employed in 1970. More than half of
these employed men and women (about 58 percent of each) were ',etween tfie ages of 65 and 69. Around one

'percent of all men and 27 percent of all women 65 and over had neve worked.

Persons 65 and over with few years of school completed tend to have lower rates of participation in the labor
force than do persons who have completed more years of schooling. For example, among males 65 and over, in
1974, only about 12 percent of those who had completed less than 5 years of school were in the labor force,
compared with 25 percent of high school graduates with no additiogal education and 48 percent of those with 5
years or more of college. This phenomenon could be the consequence of several factors, such as more highly
educated persons being in more personally satisfying and better paying positions which they are reluctant to leave;
being in positions in which their skills are'in relatively short' supply and their employer is reluctanteto release them;
and beigg self-employed in greater proportions and thus not subject to arbitrary retirement ages.

Among women, higher rates of participation were also experienced at th4higher than at the lower education
levels but the rates were lower tha'n for men with correspondiq education.

In 1974, there was a marked difference in labor force participation rates for persons inlhe 10-year period just
before the popular retirement age of 65 compared with those at and just beyond this age. Among men, about 79
percent of those 55 to 64 years, and 34 percent of those 65 to 69 years, were in the labor force. About 42 percent
of women 55 to 64, compared with 14 percent of those 65 to 69, were in the labor force.

There is some suggestion from the figures that many women 6 and over who have left the labor force by way of
retirement may report "keeping house" as their major reaso or not being in the labor force, whereas men may tend
to report "retired" even if they are doing their own hous eeping.

Annual average figures for 1973 frrom the Bureau of Labor Statistics show that more men 65 and over were in
white-collar occupations,(42 percent)" than in any other of the four major occupation classes. About 27 percent were
blue-collar workers, 18 percent were in farm occupations,And 13 percent in service occupations. The proportion of
men employed in white-collar occupations was about the same for those 65 to 69 and for those 70 years and over. A
similar age pattern Vias found for service workers. A somewhat higher percentage of men 70 years and over, however,
were farm workers than were men in t e 65 to 69 group, about 21 percent compared with 16 percent. However,
there was a lower percentage of blue -colt r workers among those 70 years and over than among those 65 to 69 years.

Women 65 and over were also more likely to be employed in white-collar,occupations (52 percent) than in any
other group, with service occupations second (about 34 percent). Within the white-collar group, however, men were
primarily managers and administrators, whereas women were primarily in clerical positions.

3



I 25

'LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION, EMPLOYMENT STATUS, ANDOCCUPATION AND INDUSTRYContinued

There were also variations by age within the Major occupation groups for persons 65 years and over and those 55
to 64 yea's. A considerably larger proportion of men 55 to 64 years old than of those 65 years old and over were in
blue-collar occupations, 44 percent compared with 27 .percent. Among women, 34 percent of those 65 years and
over were in service occupations, but only 25 percent of those 55 to 64 years were in these occupations.

Men 65 and over, more so than those 55 to 64 years, were employed in agricultural industries in 1974. About 20
percent of those 65 and over, compared with 8 percent of those 55 to 64 years, were in agricultural industries.

Within the nonagricUltural industries, both men and women in the 65 and over group were more likely to be
self-employed than those 55 to 64, about 19 percent compared with 11 percent for men and 14 percent compared
with 6 percent for women. Women'65 and over were-mdre likely than those 55 to 64 to be eniployed as private
household workers, 15 percent to 7 percent,. but less likely to be government employees, 13 percent to 21 percent.

Among employed men 65 and over in 1970, there was no cleirly dominant industry. In the male work force
among the 45 to 64 age group, manufacturing was the front-runner, accounting for around 30 percent of the
employed.

Among employed women, industries in the field of professional and related services (inCluding school teaching
and hospital nursing care) led with about 29 percent, a level which was maintained in both the 65 and over group
and the 45 to 64 group.

In 1970, about 1.2 million working men and 700,000 working womerr 65 years old or overapproximately 58
percent of the work force in this age grouplived in SMSA's having a population of 100,000 or more. Their means
of transportation to work is of particular'interest during this period of energy conservation awareness. A majority of
these men, about 60 percent, drove to work in private automobiles. Although one-third of the women also drove to
work, about one-half of ,them used either public transportation or some means other than as a driver or passenger of
a privatetomobile. (Among all workers 16 and over in these SMSA's, about 74 percent of the males and 54
percent of the females drove to work.) Both men and women 65 and over who lived inside a central city and worked
in the central business district relied on public transportation to travel to work much more so than did persons of
the same sex who I ivecj inside a central city but worked outside the central business district. (Table 24)

3
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Table 23: LABOR FORCE STATUS OF F'EFtSONEL65 YEARS OLD AND OVER,
BY RACE AND SEX: 1940 TO 1974

,Numbers in thousands, For yetlen prior I. 1950, exclude° data for Alaska and Hawaii. All years except
1971 based on-sample from decennial censuses; 1974 based on Current Population Survey. 1910 atatI0*
tics based on-520-percent sample, 1960 statistics on 25-percent maple, 1950 statistics on 3-1/3-per-
cent sample, and 1940 statistics 5- percent sample

ucth ,.'non,

and

Veer and rate

Number

1974

55 years
over

Percent

t -t-

Vole, 65
over,

Number

years and Female, 65 years and
over

Percent Number Percent

4,

Total 2,921 14.1 1,925 22,4 pH 0,2

White 2,639 14,0 1,749 22,5 890 8,0
Negro and other rae es 2ti2 15,1, 176 21,7

1970

Total 4 3,264 16.21 2,092 24.11

106

'1,171

10.0

10.0
)mite 2,955 16.1 1,900 24.9 1,046 9,0
Negro and other races 309 17.7 183 23.7 126 13,0

, 1

1960,
1 .

Total
t

3,150, 19 4 1 2,231 30.5 919 10.3
2,892 1White ' 4 19.31 2,050 30,6 834. 1c0,1

Negro and other races % 258, 20,71 173

1%70
(i4k

29.4 05 12,9

Total 2,882' 23,5! 2,373 41.4 509 7.8
Wlate 2,640 23.31 2,181 414 459 7,0
74.0.o and other races 242 26.8! ' 192 43,7 50 10.0

1

1940

Total o.. 2,1171 23.6 1,838 41.0 279 6,1

White 1.920 23.0 1,680 41.2 . 240 5.6
Negro and other race.) 197;

I

31.0

. 1.

49,0 39 12.5

1,4Bourret U 5 Deportment or Commerce, Bureau of the Census and U.S. Department of Labor,
Burvu of Labor Statistics

O

61

Table 24. PLACE OF. WORK DURING CENSUS WEEK FOR PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER LIVING
IN SMSA'S OF 100,000 OR MORE. RY MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION AND SEX:' 1970

Living Inside central city (cittr,i) r Living outside central city (cities)

t-,-
-7--

1

ItrIting
WorkingMeans of transportation to 1",i-iside Working

Total' in SOSA
wort, and sex buOkinens 'outside

,
1 Total outside

disfOict of SttoA of
eeqtrni

'

,- crttral
city

residence
city

;kale '.'1,192,389 621,285 0,413' 65,618 20,589
Percent 100.01 100,0 100,0 100.0 110.0

Total

Working

inside
butineso

district of

ity

Working
in SM.9A

outside
central
city

Working
outside
SMSA of
residence

Private automobile, driver 60.7, 55,4 38,5 59.0
Private automobile, pannvnger 7.31 7,3! 9.6
Public transportation

1

15.01 22.1 47.0- 10 29.0
Other moans 517.21, 15.2 1 8.7 9.5

1Female 708,621 410,638 57,061 38, 7,488
Percent 100.0! 100,0 1000 ! 10 100.0

Private automobile, driver 34.41 ',28.2 16.21 42 30.
Private automobile, passenger 14.51 12.5 9,5 1 17 13.8

Public transportation 27.3 36.7 64.3
Other means 23.1 22, 6 1

3 39.0
10.014 16.7

'Includes other places of work and place of work not :ported, not shown separately

Source:, U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the ansUs,

t

571,104
100,0

65.9
7.3
7.3
19,4

297,983
100.0
43.0
17.2
14.4
25.5

29,977
100.0

54.0

7.2
37.7

1.0

14,091

100.0
27.1

17.4

54.0
1.5

35,219
100.0

67.9
7.9
14.2
10,0

12,723
100.0

49.8
17.7

19.1

13.4

4-



Table 25. LABOR FORCE STATUS AND YEAR LAST WORKED FOR THE TOTAL AND NEGRO
POPULATION 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY SEX: 1970

Age and nex
T,tal

nopulltt,n

27

Imployed 1 Unemployed
Percent of total population not in
labnr forco by yoar last worked

I -i

T.

Percent of 1959Percent

Number , total Number of labor total.'
,

or
1970

population force earlier

1960 to

ALl. 8ACFS : (

I

Male, 65 yearn and 8,433,330 2,004,453'
i

23.8 t 101,210' 4.8

65 to 69 yearn 3,116,348 1,167,073. 37.5! 57,267 4.7

70 to 74 yearn 2,324,327 97,882 21.4 23,303 4.5

75 yearn and over 2,992,655 I 339,98. ' 11.31 20,640, 5.7

Female,-65 your and over :11,658,495 1,691,656 9.4I 78,901 6.7

65,t0 69 yearn 3,897,36.1 635,288 16.3 35,921 5.4.

70 to 74 yearn . 3,115,737 263,884 8.5 19,427 6.9'

75 yearn and over ; 4,645,3941 192,484 4.1 23,553, 10.9

680

Male, 65 years and over.... 690,952
65 to 69 'Yearn

IP
. 278,836

70 to 74 yearn 189,752

75 yearn and over I
222,364

Female, 65 yearn and over L 391,050
65 to 69 wears 356,826
70 to 74 yearn 230,391

years and over I 303,833

153,442
94,051
34,542
2-1,849 ,

106.584
64,639
24,090
17,846

'Includes year last worked not reported.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Cennun.

22.2
33.7
18.2

11.2

12.0

18.1

10.5
5.9

9,104
5,094

2,260
'1,750

6,676
3,394
1,661
1,621

5.6

5.1
6.1

6.6

5,9

5.0
6.
8.3

75.0 41.8 27.5
60.7 47;2 9.4
77.5 51.4 20.7

07.9 20.6 51.5

90.0 18.7 38.7

82.8 26.7 30.5
90.9 21.2 3841
95.3 10.4 45.6

76.5
64.4
80.6
08.0

87.3
80.9
88.8
93.6

34.7 31.6
38.9 17.6
40.6 30.4
24.4 50.2

21.6 40.0
28.2 30.2
23.1 40.9
12.8 50.9

Never
worked

.1

26.7

21.0
25.8
32.1

2.0
1.6
1.8
2.6

16.8
14.9
16.7

19.0

Table 26. LABOR FORCE STATUS OF PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, AND PERSONS 55 TO
64 YEARS OLD, BY YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED AND SEX: MARCH 1972

8e91den4 population

Years of school completed

Total thousands..
Percent

No school years completed
Liementary: 1 to 4 years

5 to 7 years ...
8 years

High school: 1 to 3 years.,
4 years

College: 1 to 3 years

4 year9
5 years or more

Median school years completed....

Male Female

65 yearn and over 55 to 64 yearn 65 yearn and over 55 to 64 yearn

In labor
force

2,039,
100.0

1.8

7.4

13.1

24.6
14.2

18.6
7.9
5.8
6.5

9.6

Not ln
labor
force

In labor
force

Not in
labor
force

In labor
force

Not in
labor
force

In labor
force

Not ln
labor
force

6,233
100.0

3.6
12.4

18.9
26.1

13.1

14.5

4.8

2.6

8.6

7,187
100.0

1.1

3.7
11.0

17.3
17.6

28.1

9.3

6.3

.5

11.9

Source: U.S. Department of Labor. Bureau of Labor Statisttes,

3,5

1,659
100.0

3.3
8,6

18.4

20.1

19.7

18.7
5.2
3.5
2.5

9.0

1,097
100.0

0.6

5.4

12.5
21.4
13.6

24.5'

9.5

7.0
5.5

11.2

10,-454

100.0

3.2
8.0
16.8
24.6
14.6

19.9

7.4
4.0
1.5

8.9

4,260
100.0

0.4

2.6

8,5
14.1

19.0
35.7
9.6
6.5
3.7

12.2

5,724
100.0

1.6

5.0
12.5
18.7

20.4

29.0
7.9
3.7
1.2

10.8
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Table 27. LABOR. FORCE PARTICIPATION RATES OF PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND
OVER; AND PERSONS 55 TO 64 YEARS OLD, BY YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED,
SEX, AND RACE: MARCH 1974

Vooro of school comPloted
and rnco

ALL RACES

Elementary! 0 to 4 years
5 to 7 yoaro
0 years

High ochool! 1 to 3 yoar
4 yoaro

College: 1 to 3 yoaro
4 yoaro

5 yeard or core:

WHITE

Elementary: 0 to 0 years
High school: 1 to 3 years

4 yours
Collcgo: 1 or coro

=go AND OTHER RACED

flalo Potato

65 yoaro
and ovor

12.4
17.1

10.7

23.2
25.5
30.0
40.0
40.0

10.0
22.5
25.1
30.0

Elementary: 0 to 8 yearn 17.5
High ochool: 1 to 3 yoaro...., 35.4

4 yearn 38.0
College: 1 yoar or moro 32.9

55 to 64
your's

Bourco: U.B. Department of Commorco, Duroau of thotinsus

57.1
74.0
73.3
70.1

Q3.1
84.0
82.0
02.2

71.2
77.9
83.1
86.1

0.6
me
81.0
83.2

65 yoaro
and ovor

4.1
6.0
0.0
10.2
0.
11.5
9.7
14.7

10.3
9.0

11.7

10.0
8.0
0.6
2.1

55 to 64
you're

r ,

36.1
34.5
34.4
37.0
46.3
50.0
54.1

04.0

11.0
37.2
45.5

"82,9

39.5
41.7

05.2

Table 28. EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF THE NONINSTITUTIONAL POJULATION 65 YEARS OLD 40

AND OVER, AND 55 TO 64 YEARS OLD, BY SEX AND RACE: MARCH 1974
(Nmmboro in thouoando)

0ox, ago, and raco

Civilian labor forco Not in labor forco by major r noon

Total
porcont of
population

Fercont
unemployed Total

'Cooping

houoo
Unablo to
work

Othor
roaoonoi

ALL RACES

Malo, G5 yoaro and ovor 1,A111 22.1 3.0 6,645 119 543 .9,nr2

g$ to 60 yours 1,136 33.$ 3.4 2,221 30 182 2,009
70 yoar9 and ovor 746 14.4 2.3 4,925' 89 3,974

Malo, 55 to 64 your(' 7,106 78.5 2.7 1,942 20 561 1,349

Fcmalo, 65 yoaro.and ovor 991 8.2 3.9 11,083 9,311 673 1,088
65 to 69 years 004 14.2 4.7 3,635 3,198 108 324
70 yoaro and ovor 387 4.9 2.7 7,447 6,113 565 769

Fcmalo, 55 to 64 yoaro 9,271 42.0 3.3 5,897 5,356 210

WHITE .400'

Nolo, 65 yours and ovor 1 707 22.1 2.9 6,020 111 439 5,470
Malo, 55 to 64 yoaro 4496 79.1 2.7 1,713 20 472 1,214

Fcmalo, 65 yoaro and ovor 892 8.1 4.3 10,134 8,580 572 973

Fcmalo, 55 to 04 yearn 3,814 41.5 3.3 5,372 4,908 162 297

NEGRO AND OTHER RACES

Malo, 65 your(' and ovor 174 21.8 3.5 625 9 104 513
Malo, 55 to 64 yoaro 610 72.6 2.4 230 89 134

Femalo, 65 yours and ovor 99 9.5 1.0 1, 948
''

731 101 115

Fcmalo, 55 to 64 yours 457 46.5 3.5 525 448 47 28

'Includoo "rotired", not nvailablo aoparatoly, but n major roaaon for maloo of this ago group boing out of
labor forco.

Sourco: U.S. Department of Labor, Duroau of Labor Statiatica.
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Table 29. MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP OF PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER,
AND PERSONS 55 TO 64 YEARS OLD, BY SEX: 1973

Major occupation group

Male

65 yearn and over

Total thounandn..
Percent

Total

1,851
100.0

65 to 69
years

7(1 yearn

and mow

1,059
100.0

792
100.0

White-collar workers. 41.0 41.6 41.9
NoZonsional, toch.,and kind wkrs 11.1 11.3 10.0
Managorn and adoinintratorn 15,6 15.6 15.7
'Salon workern 9.1 9.3 8.8
Clerical and kindred workers 5.9 5.6 6.6

Blue-collar workorn 27,0 29.2 24,0
Service worhero 13.0 13.1 12.8
Farm worker° 18.3 16.0 21.3

Source! D.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statintics.

5 to 64
yearn

Female

65 yearn and over

Total
65 to 60 70 yearn
yearn and over

6,833 1,024
100,0 100.9

39.8
10.2

16.6
6,6
6.5

43.7
8.8
7.7

51.6
11.9
8.5

11.1
19.9.

10.4

34.1
3.9

619 405
100.0 100.0

53.6 4 .1
12.0 1 .9

7.6 .9

11.1 11 1

22.9 15'.3

11.3 6.9
31.3 38.3
3.6 4.4

55 to (34

yearn

4,062
100.0

55.4
13.0
7.6
8.3

26:5
17.6

24.9
2.1

Table 30. EMPLOYED PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, AND 55 TO 64 YEARS
OLD, BY CLASS OF WORKER AND SEX: MARCH 1974

(Noninntitutional population)

Clans of worker

Both

65 yearn
and over

sexes

55 to 64

yearn

Male

65 yearn
and over

55 to 64
yearn

Total employed thousandFs.. 2,778 11,044 1,826 6,914
Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Nonagricultural industries' 86.0 94.2 80.4 4'2.0
Wage and nalary workers:

Private houbohold worker) 6.2 2.7 1.5 0.3
Government 11.4 17.3 10.8 15.0
Other 49.7 64.3 48.2 65.5

Self-employed 17.5 9.2 10.4 11.2

Agricultural induntries' 14.0 5.8 19.6 8.0
Self-employed 11.4 3.9 16.3 5.8

'Includes unpaid family workern, not shown separately.
'Includes wage and nalary workers and unpaid family workern, not nhown

Sti4e- U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statinticn.

3 tAi r

neparately.

Female

65 yearn
and over

55 to 64

yearn

952 4,127
100,0 100.0

96.7 97.9

15.3 6.7
12.6 21.0
52.6 62.2
13.9 .6.0

3.3 2.1
2.0 0.6

3
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Table 31. 'INDUSTRY GROUP OF EMPLOYED PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER,

AND 45 TO 64 YEARS OLD, BY SEX: 1970

Industry group

Male --A/F- Female

45 to 64
years

65 years ,

and over
45 to 64
.yearo

65 year°
and over

Employed, total thousand0..
Percdnt

2,004
100.0

16,099
100.0

1,692
100.0

10,117
100.0

Agriculture, forestry, and fisheries 13.5 6.3 1.7 1.2

Congtruction 7:8 9.5 1.0 0.9

Manufacturing 15.2 30.3 11.2 20.2

Transportation, communications, and other
public utilities 5.0 9.2 1.5 2.6

Wholesale trade e 4.9 5.0 2.1 2.4

Retail trade 16.3 . 11.6 21.0 19.8

Financo, inourance, and real et:Ante 6.6 4.0 4.9 5.4

Other peroonal oervices, including private
houoehold 3.9 1.6 18.5 8.9's

Professional and related oervices 13.3 9.3 28.8 29.1

Public administrdtion 5,0 7.3 3.6 5.0

All other . 8.4 5.9 5.8 4.3

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bufeau of

4g.

O

vot

the Census.
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rie
INCOME AND EARNII-1(3$

Men,65 years and over with an income had a 1973 median income of $4,100 compared with about $9,600 for
.Men 55 to 64 years, a contrast reflecting the higher proportion of retirees within the older group. Similarly, women,
65 'and over had a lower median income than women 55 to 64 years, and in each of these age groups the median
income for women was considerably lower than for men of the same ages. The median income of women 65 and
over was $2,100; it was $3,400 for women 55 to 64 years.

Single, widowed, or divorced persons 62 years old or older VI/ h o lived in families4ad a lower median ineo,
those who did not, about $2,100 compared with $2,800. Those.vvhdvvere more capable of self-maintenance ended
to live apart froM relatives.

Families with heads 55 to 64 years old had a 1973 median income approximately double that of families with
heads 65 years old or over, about $13,400 compared with $6,500. Although families with a female head 55 to.64
also had income in excess,of those with a head 65 and over, the difference was not as pronounced, about $7,900
compared with $6,100.

Families headed by a woman 135 or over had e median income about the same (around $6,000) as those headed
by a man of that age in which the wife was non the paid Tabor force. This was not the case, however, in families
with 'a head 55 to 64 years. Among these families, thpe headed by a woman had .a median income of about $7,900
while those headed by a man whose wife was not in thepaid labor force had an appreciably higher median intome'of
about $12,000.

The median family income of families containing men 65 years old and over is considerably lower ($6,600) than.
for families with men 62 to 64 years ($11,100) or 55 to 61 ($14,200). Within the families which include a mah 65

- years old or over, the median family income is about twice as high if the man is related to the head as it is if he is the
head. Presumably this is a reflection of the higher, active labor force income of a generally younger family head in
the first case and the lower, largely retirement income of the 65 and over head in the second case. This kind of
difference does not occur in families having men 55 to 61 and 62 to 64 years old, in which the men are normally still
in the labor force.

4111V ) .

Of special interest is the fact that among families with a head 65 years old or over those headed by a female had a
1969 median income somewhat higher than that for husband-wife families. (Table 36)

Unrelated. individuals 65 years old and over had a 1969 median income of about $1,80d. These persons live alone
or with persons to whom they are not related. About 3 out of 4 (75 percent) of these persons had no income from
earnings but were primarily dependent on Social Security income, either exclusively or in combination with sources
of income other than earnings. Around 5 percent had only earnings with no other source of income.

NOTE: The income shown in the two sections on income ("Income and Earnings" and "Low-income Persons and
Families") relates to income for the previous calendar year, while the statistics on the number and characterisiics of
persons and families relate to those persons or families as of the sample .survey or census date. Thus, for a Current
Population Survey table showing 1973 income, the income was accumulated in 1973 but the.survey, date was March,
1974. Similarly, 1970 census income data relate to income received in 1969 although the official census date yeas
April, 1970.
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Table 32. TOTAL MONEY INCOME IN 1973 OF PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER,
AND 55 TO 64 YEARS OLD, BY RACE AND SEX

(Persons as,of March, 1971; we Note, page 31

Income and sex

MALE

All races'

65 years
and over

.

'55 to 64
yearn

White Negro.

65 years
and over

55 to 64
yearn

65 years
and over

55 to 64
yearn

Number of persons thousands.. 8,528 9,051 7,727 8,212 716 750

Number of persons with income thousands- 8,463 8,960 7,682 0,149 729

Income Recipient°
1

Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

1 to !,'.2,499 or loss 23.9 9.5 20.9 8.1 57.2 25.5
.."2,500 to !,!3,999 24.8 7.6 25.1 7.2 20.2 12.3

i'.4,000 to .::.5,999 '21.6. 11.3 22.4 10.5 14.2 19.7

.;6,000 to .'.:9,999 24.1

113.E23

17.2 24.1 5.4 24.3

.11.0,000 and over 47.2 14.5 50.0 3.0 18.1

9,552Median income dollars.. 4,106 4,317 9,989 2,281 5,294

IZIA

.Number of persons thousands.. 12,074 I 10,16.1 11,027 9,185 .957 898

Number of persons with income thounands- 10,546 7,119 9,598 6,305 887 745

Income Recipients

Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.04 100.0

1 to .1'1,99 or loss 31.1 25.6 29.3 24.3 49.2 37.5

.1,500 to .!2,199 29.8 15.2 29.5 14.7 32.4 20.0

.1',2,500 to .1'.jr999 , 21.3 14.9 22.0 14.6 13.1 16.0

.1',009 to .9,999 15.0 34.7 15.9 36.3 5.2 22.2

.D10,000 and over 2.9 9.7 3.2 10.3 0.1 4.1
V

Median income ' dollars 2,119 3,431 2,192 3,641 1,519 2,109

lInclude0 persons of other races, not sh(wn separately.

Source: U.S. Department..of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 33. TOTAL MONEY INCOME IN 1973 OF PERSONS 62 YEARS OLD AND OVER BY AGE,
AND MARITAL AND FAMILY STATUS

(Couplon and porcono 62 years old and over as of March 311

Marital atatuo,
family status,

and age

0!11101P0 C1 UPL.F.11

Total, 62 yearn and aver'.
62 to 01 yearn
65 to 72 yearn
73 years and over

!;1122,1, attnr.a1), on ntvourru

Pfle21111;

Total, 62 years and over
In families

Vale
62 to 61 yearn
65 to 72 yearn
73 yearn and over

Female

62 to 61 yearn
65 to 72 yearn
73 yearn and over

Nat in familia°
Male
62 to 61 yearn
G5 to 72 yearn
73 yearn and overt

62 to 61 yearn
66 to 72 yearn
73 yearn and over

33

Total money income of income recipients

Total.
lumber with

income
Total

"1 I to 11.490 111,500 to 12,500 to
. 1,000

and
Cectian

Income
(thousands) (thousands) or Ions .!2,109 ' 1.%;999

ever (d011aro)

0,915 8,0113 100.0 1.0 5.1 45. 47.6 0,717
2.211 2,211 100,11 1.6 2.9 25.6 7t),6 10,000
1,015 4,031 100,0 1.6 5.1 40.4 46.9 6,001
2.655 2,610 100,0. 1.8 7.2 61.4 K 20.7 5,004

11,209 10,919 100.0 19 .6y 28.7 10.9 10.9 2,576
3,931 3,712 100.0 30.2 20.7 31,3 0.0 2130

755 731' 100,0 111.7 21.4 41.3 2,026
216 203 100.0 15.7 9.0 41.4 33.0 1,912
23(1 225 -100.0 15.0 23.8 39,9 20.6 3,033
310 302 100.0 22.9 20.0 42.1 7.0 2,465

3.179 3.012 100.0 32.9 31.7 20.8 6.6 1,11109
452 126 100.0 25.7 21.4 30.0 17.1 2,727

1,071 1,003 100.0 26.4 32.0 33.8 7.7 2,200
1,655 1,582 100.0 39.0 34.2 22.7 3.0 1,705
7,275 7,206 100.0 11.1 28.3 45.0 11.0 2,813
1,711 t.,736

302 302
100.0,

100.0
11.0
6.5

24.1
20.7

45.5
35.4

10.8
35.4

3,290
1,170

nfri 613 100.0 11.1 20.6 47.9 20.5 3,542
797' 791 lde.0 13.0 28.4 47.6 11.1 2,8112

5,170 100,0 14.8 29.5 40.9 9.8 2,715
681 662 100.0 13.4 21.9 44.2 20.5 3,508

2,129 2,110 100.0 13.7 25.2 49.5 11.7 2,915
2,721 2.691 100.0 16.2 31.0 43.6 5.5 2,471

'Income of couples with at leant one mcmher62 yearn old or over; if both members 62 and over, age category determined by age
of head.

:Source r.n. Departmedt of Ovnmercu, human of the Census.

Table 34. TOTAL INCOME IN 1973 FOR FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS, BY TYPE OF
. FAMILY AND AGE OF HEAD OR UNRELATED INDIVIDUAL 55 YEARS OLD AND OVER

'Families and unrelated individuals as of March 1974; pee Note, page 31

Total money income and, age Total
Married,wife

Total

'

Male

Families ..r.: elated

individuals

Female

head

Female
head Male

prevent

wife in
paid

labor
force

Wife not
in paid

labor
force

Other
martial
ntatua

65 yearn and over.:. thousands 6,750 6,150 957 5,493 309 1,130 1,442 4,850
Percent 100.0 V 1(10.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Under 112,500. 6.3 6,3 2.5 6.9 9.3 11.3 37.4 46.0
12,500 to 13,999 15.9 16.1 6.3 6,3 17.7 18.3 26.4 29.4
1'4,000 to 15,999 23.6 23.7 11.2 25-.5 111.11 19.6 17.11 13.2
16,000 to 1'9,999 25.7 25.9 30.5 25.0 19.8 22.4 9.1 7.7
110,000 and over 28.6 28.1 46.3 20.0 38.6 28.6 0.9 3.6

Median income dollars.; 0,158 6,435 9,117 6.003 7,059 6,149 3,007 2,642

55 to 64 yearn thousands.. 7,737 7,471' 2,897 4.574;. 266 902 899 1,927
Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.11'

Under ..!2,500 3.2 p.o 0.5 4.6 7.6 9.7 23.1 33.1
.112,500 to 115,990 10.6 1%7.1 5.5 13.6 18.9 26.9 31.5 32.8
16,000 tot 1.'9,999 18.2 18.2 15.5 19.9 17.8 26.5 20.9 21.4
110,000 to 111,999. . 26.3 26.3 21.6 7.4 25.0 20.1 12.8 9.5
115.000 and over 41,7 12,1 53.9 34.6 30.8 16.8 11.7 3.2

Median income dollarq."I 13,381 13,148 16,061 12,034 11,839 7,870 5,550 4,147

Source 0.8. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the rennun.

3i1



34

Table 35. TOTAL FAMILY INCOME IN 1973 FOR FAMILY MEMBERS, BY AGE,SEX,
AND RELATIONSHIP TO FAMILY HEAD

I I r r, a 4 11, 1 oi I , , pato s

[1(10, ! 1 'I!
Jill ',on

141.11

ttol

t .!'

.
lria.

( .,..rm'r( r,

,7,(1,11.,

Ile

7,7'17
1,1
1,172

7 1 1 4 1

71,,
1.71 i

(!'1;

i.,II,;,
h.,7

1,7o,
i,i,

fIurrirr ..1

1,1,11

1,,,

IOU.,
100.o
Inn

1 ' , / : 1 1 1

1o1,, , I

1,1,,,,i
1 .,,,.; ,

11111.,
1,1c,,,
10o,0
lm,,,,

I ,I. , 4 ,

1,4(

11.1

7,i

1

.,, A

i

.1.7

.1 ,

P e t . [ 7 , 1

ii

17.0
1,1,2

1

71,!

17, I

111.11

1., .1

dim r r 11,111,1r,

yin

11.
11_
1.,

1',11

1

. :'1 1

11,, 11.1
.«

1 1:3

:71,7

1.1,0 11 ..1

'1.1.0
1,1. ,

11.1

17.1 71,0

.11.1 71 .7 i

10,14

1'1,14

10.1

11,)
11.1
11.1

1!!.

f,

23.7

14.1
417

11.7 '

.'.?,A '

T.., 1

1", . 7 '

774,7 1

:!1),t1
I

-(

r

,,Ver

I./
11.o

PI,
17.1

71.2

11,
11.0
1 1. 1

1,1
14/.14

6,1,

1,,f,
'4, I

11.1
1 , r,

12,7
I 1.7

51c411an

I13,100
( In 113131

6,3,133
11,457

11,017

11,,,(13
11,112
10,421

11,1,17
.14,2316
1:1,9031

6,961
6,14a
6,117

11,702

71i:36743i

'

11,597
11,247

111:1

'

12,534
11,1316

_ ._.---

%ALF

1,4 yearn did) r.Vrr,
Head of fan111,
Uelative of head

f.
Head of fara11
helat1ve of head

to 1,1 year,, total
iivad oP tam! lk
tirjat

lit L1

fiend ,a family

Vilft, of head
Other r('latlye r,T hea4 ,,,,,,,,

1 2 to 1,1 Car, , t,,,,rU1
Heed o f foal 1 v
Vitro of head
Other relat lvf d' head

5r, 1,. Iii year', 3,411
Head of final ly
111 fo ,,t head
Other relative of. he al

5,111I(.1I 1', , 1,ITUr tra,

Table 36. MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME IN 1969 OF FAMILIES WITH HEAD 65 YEARS
OLD AND OVER, BY TYPE OF FAMILY:NUMBER OF EARNERS, AND RACE OF HEAD

1:101114, ' 11111. part'
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13,
Ir., 71,
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'3,311M

Per, rot 1

tartlfr 7,013
1 earner 1 Hi 1,672

7 or more r 1,i, 3 e,7S1

I 3,111111.'. silt, 14'111:111' 11,111. . n r,.,.,,, 1
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Table 37. INCOME IN 1969 OF UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY,
TYPE OF INCOME AND RACE

,Unrelated individuala as of April,

/A

All
races'

Type of income.

Total, 65 years and over thousands.-.
Percent

With earnings only
With earnings and other income
With other income only

Social Security income only
Public assistance income only
All other income only
With Social Security and public assistance
incbme

With Sotial Security and all other income
With public assistance and all other income
With all 3 types f other income

With no income.

X Not applicable.

'Includes other races, not shown separately.

Source: U.S. Department f Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

1970; see Note; page 31'

White Rept*

Median income (dollars)

All
races'

White Negro

5,676
100.0

4.8
16.5
74.8
26.3
3.6
4.0

6.2
33.0
0.5
1.1

4.0

5,138
100.0

4.5
16.6

75.2
26.1
2.8

4.1

5.3

35.4
0.5

1.0
3.6

496
100.0

7.Z
15.0

70.8
28.9
12.0

3.2

15.2

9:2
'0.9
1.5

7.1

$1,8.16

(X)

4,177
3,308
1,672
1,122
1,128,
2,176

1,585

2,529
1,803

2,473

(X)

$1,872

(x)

4,402
3,466
1,715
1,136
1,196
;,327

1,615
2,547

1,830'

2,535

(X)

$1,328
(X)

2,832
01,952
1,270

970
930

1,329

1,474

1,941

1,665

2,061

(X)

4 I.
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.' LOW-INCOME STATUS OF PERSONS,AND FAMILIES

Approximately one in every six persons 65 years old or
1973. Smaller percentages of persons 55 to 64 than of those
65 and over rre more likely than . men to be below. this
Similarly, older' persons Jiving in nonmetropolitan areas were
the low-income level, 23 percent yersu9'ffi3ercent.

Among Negroes, three out of every eight persons 65 and over (37 percent) were below the low-income level. Half,
of aH Negroes 65 and over living in nonmetropolitan areas and a fourth of all Negroes in metropolitan areas were
below thelow-income level.

over (16 percent) was below the low-income level in
65 and over were below the low-income level. Women
level, about 19 percent compared with 12 percent.
more likely than metropolitan residents to be below

Somj 829,000 families with the head 65-or over, or 11 percent of all families with a head of this age, were below
the low-income level in 1973. Families headed by a woman in this age group were more likely to be below the
lovy-income level than those headed by a man of similar age. About 9 percf.lit of these families with a male head, but -
17 percent with a female head, were in this category. Interestingly, families headed by relatively young women are
below the low-income level in greater proportions than are those headed by women 165 years or over. About 32
percent of all families headed by a woman were low-income families compared with the 17 percent for families
headed by a woman 65 Or over. The relationship was similar fdf white and Negro women. Ampng white families
headed by a woman, about 10 percent of those with a head 65 or over were below the low-income level and about,
25 percent of all families; among Negro families headed by a woman, about 44 percent of those headed by a woman
65 or over, compared with 53 percent of all Negro families with a female head; were below the low-income level.

In about every category of families and unrelated individuals, Negroes were more likelyand sometimes consider-
ably soto be below the low-income level than the total population.

As might be expected, the higher the level of education of the family head' 65 and over, the smaller the
percentage of such families below the" low-income level. In families headed by- a person 65 and over, about 19
percent of families in which the head had less than an eighth grade education were below the low-income level, 9
percent of those in which the head had an eighth grade education, and 3 percent of thosi in which the head was a

college graduate.

a

42



Table 38. LOW-INCOME STATUS OF PERSONS IN THE TOTAL POPULATION
AND AMONG PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER: 1966 TQ 1972

Numbers Sn thousands. Per0000 so of lfarch of followlng year; pee Nato, page 31. Numbere exclude unre-
lated individuals under 14 years old, inmates of institution() and member° of Armed Forcer) living in
barracks'

a.

Year
Total

All persdns

Below low-income

Number

level

Persons 65 years and over

Total

Below low-income level

Percent Number Pecent.,

1972 206,004 24,460 11.9 20,117 3,738 18.6

1971 204,554 25,559 12.5 19,827 4,273 21.6

1970 202,189 25,522 12.6 19,254 4,709 24.5

1469 199,848 24,281 12.1 18,899 4,787 25.3

1968 197,618 25,377 12.8 18,549 4,632 25.0.

1967 195,677 27,775 14.2 18,245 5,388 29.5

1966 193,390 28,510 11.7 17,931 5,114 28.5

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

1
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Table 39. LOW-INCOME STATUS IN 1973 OF PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, AND 55T064
YEARS OLD, BY METROPOLITAN-NONMETROPOLITAN RESIDENCE AND BY RACE AND SEX

Numbers in thousands. Persons as oP rinrcp, 1974; see Note, page 31)

Metropolitan-nonmetropolitan
residence, age, and sex

BOTH SEXES

Total, 65 years and over
Metropolitan areas

Inside central cities
outside central cities

Nonmet. Tolitan areas

Total, 55 to 64 year
Metropolitan areas

Inside central cities
Outside central cities

Nonmetropolitan areas

MALE

65 years and over
3: to .64 years

FEMALE

65 years and over
55 to 64 years

All races' White Negro

Below low- Below low- Below low -

Income level income level income level
Total Total Total

Percent Percent Percent
Number

of total
Number

of total
4

Number
of total

20,602 3,354 16.3 18,754 2,698 , 14.4 1,672 620 37.1

13,099 1,663 12.7 11,850 1,314 11.1 1,101 320 29.1

6 660 974 14.6 5,721 711 12.4 850 241 28.4

6,440 - 689 10.7 6,129 603 9.8 251 79 31.5

7,503 1,691 22.5 6,904 1,384 20.0 571 300 " 52.5

19,215 1,841 9.6 17,397 1,360 7.8 1,649 451 27.3

12,811 990 7.7 11,482 705 6.1 1,197 268 '22.4

5,857 14 10.5 4,792 371 7.7 967 228 23.6

6;955 376 5.4 6,691 334 5.0 230 41 17.8

6,403 ' 851 13.3 5,915 656 11.1 451 184 40.8

8,528 1,056 12.4 7,727 801 10.4 716 232 32.4

9,050 671 7.4 8,212 487 5.9 750 170 22.7

12,074 2,298 19.0 11,027 1,896 17.2 957 388 40.5

10,165 1,170 11.5 9,185 874 9.5 898 281 31.3

'Includes persons of other races, not shown separately.

Source: C.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

4
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Table 40. LOW-INCOME STATUS IN 1973 OF FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS, BY SEX
AND RACE OF FAMILY HEAD OR UNRELATED INDIVIDUAL 65 YEAR'S OLD AND OVER AND
55 TO 64 YEARS OLD

Numbers in thousands. Families and unrelated individuals
A-

.

Age and sex oNbead or
unrelated individual

All famikien
Head 65 years and, over
Head 55 to 64 yearn

Families with male head
Head 65 yearn and over
Head 55 to 64 yearn

Families with female head
Head 65 years and over
Head 55 to 64 years

All unrelated individuals....
65 years and over

to 64 year

Male unrelated individuals
65, yearn and over
55 to 64 yearn

Female unrelated individuals...
65 years and over

P.
55 to 64 yearn

Total

55,053
7,885
8,639

48,249
6,750
7,737

6,804
1,136
902

18,260
6,292
2,826

7,541
1,442
899

10,719
4,850
1,927

All races'

Below low-
income level

Number

4,828
829

593

2,635
638
442

2,193
191

150

4,669
2,010

745

1,495
391
198

3,174
1,619

547

Percent
of total

8.8
10.5

6.9

3.5
9,4
5.7

32.2
16.8
16.7

25.6
4 31.9

26.4

19.8
27.1
22.0

29.6
33.4
28.4

Includes persons of other races, not shown separately.

Source, U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

ad of March, 1974; see Note, page 31'

Total

V,bite Negro

Below low-
income level

Number Percent
of total

Total'

Below low-
income level

Number
Percent

of total

48,919
7,120
7,%43

.44,066
6,216
7,125

4,853
904

718

15,761

45,761
2,402

6,223
1,253

716

9,539
4,108
1,686

3,219
595
413

2,028
503
326'

1,190
92

88

3,725
1,706

555

1,091
287
136

2,634
1,419

JA.

8.4
5.3

4.6
8.1

4.6

24.5
10.2
12.2

23.6
29.6
23.1

17.5
22.9
19.0

27.6
31,5
24.9

5,440
698
707

3,591
473

539

1,849
225'

168.

2,183
489
397

1,126
170

169

1,057
319
227

1,527
219
171

553
120
110

974

99
61

828
289
176

32H
97

56

500
193

121

28.1
31.4
24.2

15.4
25.4
20.4

52.7
43.9
36.3

37.9
59.2
44,4

29.1
56.8
32.8

47,3
60.5
53.1

r
1

4 Li
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Table 41. EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF HEAD FOR FAMILIES BELOW THE LOVACOME LEVEL
IN 1973 WITH HEAD 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY SEX AND RACE OF HEAD

(Numbors in thousand40. Fannies an of March, 1974; soo /foto, Page 31)

Years of school
completed and race of head

All families Families with male head

.

Families with fonalo hood

Total
Percent

below low-

incomeincome lovel
Total

Porcont

below low-
incomo loyal'

Total
Porcont

bolbw low -

income lovol

ALL RACED'

Head 65 Yearn old and over.- . 7,885 10.5 6,749 9.5 1,136 16.8
.N.

Elementary: Onto 7 years 2,387 19.4 1,913 10.0 474 25.3
8 years 1,906 8.8 1,671 8.6 235 10.2

High school: 1 to 3 yearn C.,,, 1,119 7.0 963 5.7 156 14.7
4 yoarn 1,292 5.5 1,137 4.7 155 .1.0

College: 1 to 3 years 502 5.4 439 4.8. 63 (B)
.,, 1 }roars or more 680 3.2 627 3.3 53 (D)

Median school years completed .. 8.8 7.1 ' 7.9 7.4 6.4 6.4

WHITE '

`1%

Head 65 years old and oyez 7,120 8.4 6,216 6.1 904 10.2

Elementary: 0 to 7 years 1,876. 14.6 1,558 14.7 318 13.8
H yearn 1,824 6.6 1,612 8.7 212 7.5

High school: 1 to 3 years 1,033 5.8 908 5.2 12 10.4
4 years 1,249 5.0 1,106, 4.4 14? 9.8

College: 1 to 3 yearn 485 4.9 427 4.9 5' (10
years or more 654 3.2 607 3.3 ' 47 .00

Median school yearn completed , 8.9 8.2 4' 8.0 7.2 8.6 8.1

NEGRO 0

Head 65 years old and over 698 31.4 473 25.4 225 44.0

Elementary: 0 to 7 yearn 474 037.6 323 31.6 151 50.3
8 years 78 15.4 55 (10 23 (B)

High school: 1 to 3 years 74 (0 45 (D) 10 (D)
yearn 36 (D) 24 (D) 3 (D)

College: l to 3 years 18 (D) 13 (1) 3 (H)
4 yearn or more 19 (10 13 (D) - (D)

Median school years completed 5.9 4.9 5.9 4.7 6.0 '5.2
--

- Represents zero,
B Base less than 75,000.
'Includes persons of other rack, not shown separately.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

I

4;)
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1

Table 42. PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER BELOW THE WW-INCOME LEVEL IN -1969,
BY LIVING ARRANGEMENTS AND BY RACE AND-SEX

(Exclude inmatn of(ritution.. bap.,1 ou 5- percent sample Person9 an of April, 1970; nee Note. Page 31'

"Aale

Living arrangemenfn

Both (10 X0fi

All
, le Negro

raven

Total pereonn, 65 yea r9 and
over thounandn.. 19,113' 17,120 1,531

low-incomo level thounandn.. 5,221 1,415, 758

Percent below low-income level 27.3 25.3; 19.5

DISTVIDUTION

Below lou-income level... ........

In (=Alle
Living with:

''''''''''''''
SWIN(' and otttvr relativv(n)
Olher relative9 only 10.6

Unrelated individualn- 55.1

Living with nonrelative(n). 7.2
Living alone. 47.9

All

races:
White

Female

Negro
All

, White 1 Negro
races- 12

I

8:117 7,368 669 10,996 10,0601 862

1,825 1,493 308 3,396 2,921 450

110.5 20.3 46.0 30.9 29.0 52.2

100.0 100.0 Y0.0.0 100.0 100.0 100:0 100.0

44.9 43.4 53.1 64':1 J 64.9 61.3, .34.5

Includes other raven, not nhown neparat ly.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Ill 'eau of the Cnnus.

30.1 46.7
4.5 12.1 10.7

8.9i 20.1 6.7

56.6
6.7 i 4

49.9

41

rt.

4t;

.50.4
8.7
5.8

46.9 35.0. 35.1
9.91

r

7.3 6.4

370 28.5 28.7

30.4
'20.3

10.6

38,7
11.1

27.6

100.0

32.1

19.0 19.7

2.9 2.3
12.7 10.4

65.5 167.6

7.1 6.8

58.3 60.8

100.0
17.5

14,5
6,5

26.5
52.5

9.1

43.4
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Household heads 65 and over hold their own in home ownership compared with the total population. In 1970, 63
percent of all households, and 68 percent of those with a head 65 and over, were owner occupied.

An overwhelming proportion (around 70 percent) of the owner - occupied units with a head of household 65 and
over had been built prior.to 1950 with more than half having been built before 1940. Similarly, a substantial portion
of these units had been occupied by the current owners for more than 20 years. Greater percentages of heads 75 and
over than of those 65 to 74 in the corresponding type of household were living in structures built before 1940 and
had moved into their units before 1950.

Renter-occupied households headed by persons 65 years old or over were more likely to contain a person living
alone than to contain two or more persons. About 2.3 million households headed by a renter 65 or over were
occupied by the head only, compared with about 1.7 million which were occupied by at least one other person,
usually the spouse.

Somewhat greater percentages of the two-or-more person households were in single-unit structures than was true
of one-person households. Conversely, one-person 'households were more likely than larger households to be located
in structures having 20 or more units.

Regardless of household composition, more than half of these renters lived in structures built iSrior to 1940;
however, they were about as likely to have moved into their unit during the preceding 5 years as to have moved
there earlier. The one-person households were more likely to consitt of three rooms and the other households of
four rooms than of any other size unit.

Households in which the head and wife were both present were more likely than other households to consist of
exactly two persons. In households of two or more persons headed by a 65 to74 yearold, about 78 percent of the
husband-wife households contained two persons compared with about 71 percent of households with a female head.
In similar households with the head 75 years old or older, about 85 percent of the husband-wife households
contained two persons, compared with 67 percent of households headed by a male with no wife present and 76
percent of those headed by a female.

4
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Table 43. HOUSEHOLDS BY TENURE FOR TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS AND HOUSEHOLDS,WITH

HEAD 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY REGION: 1970

(Numbers in thousands)

Tenure

ALL HOUSEHOLDS

Total
Owner-occupied

Percent
Renter-occupied

Percent

S HOUSEHOLDS WIT!! HEAD
65 YEARS AND OVER

Total

Owner-occupied
Percent

Renter-occupied
Percent°

United
States

63,573
Ap,2613

63.3
23,305

36.7

12,242
8,339
68.1

43,903
31.9

Northeast

15,515
9,027
58.2

6,488
41.8

3,074
1,783
58.0
1,291
42.0

North
Central

17,568

12,030
68.5
5,538
31.5

3,513
2,594
73.8
919
26.2

South

19,307
12,569
65.1

6,738
34.9

3,728
2,701
72.5
1,027

27.5

West

11,184
6,641
59.4
4,543
40.6

1,927
1,261
65.4
666
34.6

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

o
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Table 44. HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION FOR OWNER-OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS WITH HEAD
65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY SELECTED HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS: 1970

!Alb tec t

III owner-occupied '

unit,- thouvandn..

Unity in ,tructure
1 unit

2 unity or more
Maibllc. home or trailer

Head, 65 to 71 yearn

Iwo-or-more-per,on
houneholdv

Male head,

I

I

Other
wife prevent

male
110

head
oonrelativen

3.163

lot

Head, 72 yearn and over

s
oto.--lwry,a, 1........i-,ore-per,on One-pet-von
houbeholdu houvehold9 ,houneholdu

II "a"! h''d'
1 other i

T t

. r
Female

Malt.
wife prenera ,, 1 Female

Male 1 temaleFemale
head

headno
male

head
nonrelativen

4'
+ 1.-

t
it

206 321 1,196

,

1,282; 162 372 298
.

00,0 101070 100.0 100.0 100,01 100,0 100,0 100 .0 10111t,i17)

7.6 86,7 81.1 41.1 46.91 ((7,11 ,16 42.5, 81.0
10.0 11.1 10.4 13.4 10,0! 10.9 1 11.5, 11.9
2.1, 1,9- 8,5 :,.1 3.0! 1,5' .1 5,9. 1.1

5.7

1.2 3.1

1.4 .:',., 1'8

100.0 100,0: 100.0 100,0: 100,0

1.11 2.1 2.1 3.3; 2,4

100.0 100.0, 100.0' 100.0 :

6,1 6.11 :i.6, 3.1 I 1.6! 1.2
11.6 11.2, 16.4 . 16., ! 17.2 11.1. 10,6 11.1, 12,7
12.9 13.6 13,9 11.1 12.8 10,6' 10.6 12,0' 11.9
62.7 61,0 .17,1 04.6 59,6 71.9! 73,5 (36,0 (41.4

lo0.0 loo.0 loo.o lop.° loo.o l00' 4) loo.o loo.ol loo.o
16.3 13.8' 20,5 15,7 9.1 13.7 10,9
12.1 11.1, 13.3 13.0

11.2 10,9

12.6, 9,5 8,3 10.4. 10.1
22.5 22.3 21.21 22.4 23.1 19.0' 17.8 20.1! 20.6
19,1 . 52.1 15.0 14,1 . 19.41 61.0 61.4 55.11 58.5

,

.

100,0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0! 100,0 100.0 100.01 100,0
5.2 4.3 21.2 11.7 0.1, 1,8 1.1 1791 15,6

16.3 16.7 21.4 2fi.I , 21,41 1,.2 15,3 23.61 21.4
.3 30.5. 21,1, 25.5 21..61 24,1

25.6' 27.H :1!,.r:1 1 72.11.1?. 23.9, 26.1 26.9 14,a, 19,3
27.7 23.4; 12.2, 12.8 17.61 29.2 24.3 11.5! 15.2

5,6 :,6; 1.7 1.9 , 5.2, 5,7 5.7 1.8, 1.9

100,0' 100.0 100.0
100,0 100,0

i

1.0 1.0 , 2.1;

1

%ear vtrortare hutlt 100,0
1965 to Marrn 1970 72
1960 to 1961 8.1
1950 to 19;34 20.1
1910 to 1919 11.6

1339 or earlier 14.4

Year moved into unit
1965 to March 1971)

1960 ti 1961
1950 to 1959
1919 or earlier

Boomn
3 room.; or In,-

1 roomy
, roomo
6 mama
7 roomv or more

Medlan number of room,

Pervon+
1 portion

2 pervono

3 pervonv
4 pervonv or more

Median number of per,on, ....

Specified ,inner-oc+ Upton
thOU.and...

MVII an vain,.

Median raid,. in,Ime raft

100.0
20.0 I

11.2

10.5

100.0

5.1 ;

20.6 i

25.0 !

17.8

5.3 !

100,0 100,0,

74.6 51.1 66.3,
'11.0 26.8 18,5:

79 21,4 15.21

2.1 2.31

2,350 ! 116! .)12, 211 871

11,600 12,700. 12,200 10,400 11,500
2.1 2.1, 2.3 3.7 1,0+

14(0,01 100.0. 100,0 1041, 10o,0
- 100,01 100,0

42.51 54,21 69,8
12,01 26,1 ' 18,4

5.51 15.7 11.1

- Repre,enta
'Limited t- home, on (en;'; than 11 acre, and no buvinea, on pr.purlv,

Department f.! Uommerrr, Bureau of !hi, cenvu,,

; I

I.

911, 115

12,600! 12,200
3.01 2,3

2.2 1,0 1.0

279 206 633
12,100 10,100 10 00,5

2,61 1.0+ 1.0+
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Table 45. HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION FOR RENTER7ACCUPIEDUNITS WITH HEAD 65 YEARS OLD
AND OVER, BY SELECTED HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS: 1970

Subject

T Head, 63 to 74 yearn Head, 75 yearn

t--- T--
Tuo-or-noxe-peroon One-peroon

I
houocholds houocholdo

h T 1-
1 Vale head,

I
Other

iptlto present., Venale

I
male

t
'

Mal.)

no I

head
head ,

inonrelatiyeo !

t t t -1-

Alt renter occupied
1

,

unity thouoando.. I
810

I

Ha 228 Al

Unit() In otructure 100.0 1 100.1) 1 100.0 100.6

1 unit I

36.0 11.9 36.1 27.2

2 to 4 unite 25.5 I 26.3 29.9 21.1

5 to 19 ontto 15.6 15.8 16.91 23.7

20 untto or more 21.9 I 15.2 16.3 26.4

t:obile home or trailer .
I

1.0 I 0.8 . 0.6 1.6

,Year otructuro built 100.0

1965 to 'larch 1970 9.5

A960 to 19)31 9.1

1930 to 1959 13.0

1940 tp 1949 12.3

1939 or earlier S0.1

Year move,' Into unit 100.0

1965 to March 1970 1 19,2

MO to 1961 18.5

1930 to 1959 I 10.0

1949 or earlier 16.3

and over

Female

Two-..r-mpro-poreen

households

Vale head,
wife prep.:rot,/ Male Female

no head head

nonrolativea

One-porn On

houoeholdo

Vale

961

100.0
21.1

29.6
21.0
26.6
0.9

1011.0 Imo.° 100.0 100.0

5.2 1 5.4 6.11 10.1

6.4 5.5 8,2

9.0 11.9 9.6 12.2
12.0 13.2 11.6 12.6
67.6 63.1 67.2 56.9

100.0 I 100.0 100.0 100.0
48.4 ! 47.1 56.2 52.8
10.0 19.0 , 17.6 19.2

14.7 15.9 13.1 14.9

18.9 18.1 13,t) 13.1

. ,

Roams 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

1 or 2 rooms .. 5.5 8.3 5.4 44.1 21.4

3 rooms 25.0 201 20.B 20.6 40.1

1 room 33.4 31.4 35.3 16.11 24.2,

5 rooms 21.8 1 20.1 22.2 6.9 9.e
6 rooms or more 14.3 20,1 16.3 4.4 4.6

Uedion number of rooms 4.1 4,2 4.2 , 2.7 3.2

f

Pernonn 43. 1

.°100.0 100.0: 100.0 100.0 100.1)

1 pornon - - .
1(10.1) 100.0

2 peroono 78.0 62,2 70.5 - -

3 persona 13.1 20.)) 16.2 - -

1 persona or more 8.4 17.0 13.3 - -

tIcillon number of pernono
,

2.1 2.3 2.2 , 1.0 1.0

5p.'. if rfmtve-orenplud
units' thounandu..

ttedian aronn rent dcllarn..

Median contract rent dollar,"
Uironu rent au percent of income

medetn..

787

103

85

81

94

76

22.7 26.2

210
94

75

233 2

341
71

63

31.0

373

100.0

34.5

25.4
16.3
22.9
0.9

100.0
9.5
9.3
13.3

12.0
53.9

100.0
45.3
18.7

16,8

19.2

1000
7,0
28.2
32.8
19.6
12.4

4.0

1(10.0

04.6
9.8
5.6
2.1

351
98

81

29.5

54

100.0

40,2
26.7

16.9

15.5
0.7

100.0

4.7
5.5
10,4
11.0
69.5

100.0
42.8
16,1

15.6

2573

100.0
8.1
19.7

31,2
21.8
19,2
4.2

100.0

07.5
21.0
11.n

2.2

49
94

76

29.4

145

100.0
37.4

29.2
10.2
143.6

0.6

100.0
5.3
6.1
11.0

12.2
63,3

100.0
41.4

17.7
17.2

23.7

100,0
5.9

20.9
33.7

22.2
17.2

4.2

100.0

70.0
14.9
9.0

2.2

138

93
75

30.3

243

100.1)

27.5

21.3
22.7
26.9
1.6

100.0
6.8
5.0
9.7

11.3
66.5

100.0
50,3
18 !e)
14.5

17;2

100.0

41.0
29.01
17.0r
7.0
5.4
2.8

1011.8

10(1. (1

233

71

63

30+

713

100,0

22.7

29.9
21.1

25.4
1.1

100.0

9.6
0.0

11.2
11.0

59.4

100.0
46,6
20.2
16.8

16.3

100.0
23.4

39.3
22,8
9.4
5.1
3.2

129.0
16b.0

1.0

699
79
70

"'"' 35+

Represents zero '

'Excludclo family homer: on 10 acreo or more.

Source: U S. Department of Commerce, norms of the Cennuu.
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HEALTH AND HEALTH SERVICES

Persons 65 years old and over are less likely than the total population to suffer an injury but are considerably
pore likely to have R limitation of activity because of a health or physical condition. They also have a higher average
number of restricted activity days and more days of bed disability. In 1972, about 43 percent of the population 65
en c.] over had an activity limitation, compared with 13 percent of the total population. However, 31 percent of the
total population, compared with 21 percent of persons 65 years and over, were injured.during the year.

Among pekons 60 to 64 years old, about one person in four was reported in the 1970 census to have some type
of work disability. Of those who were disabled, more than half, 57 percent, had a complete work disability. About
31 p rcent of all persons of this age with a work disability had been completely disabled for 5 years or more.
Anod er 22 percent had been partially disabled for that length of time.

Amtrg those 65 and over, the disabled women were more likely than their male counterparts to have had a
complete work disability, about 65 pereent compared with 49 percent, and to have had the disability for 5 years or
more, aout 39 percent compared with 23 percent. Similarly, Negroes who were disabled were more likely than
white petsons to have a complete Work disability (about 65 percent compared with 56 percent) and to have endured
that disability for a period of 5 years or more (about 37 percent compared with 30 percent).

During 1972, about 3.5 million persons 65 and over had some type of mobility limitation because of a chronic,
condition. About three out of every 10 of these persons had a limitation sufficiently severe to keep them confined
to the house, and the remainder, though able to leave the house, needed the assistance of another person or aid such
as a wheelcheir.

Persons 65 and over experienced an average of about 9 days of restricted activity each quarter in 1972. On the
average, they stayed in bed 3 or 4 days during the quarter and missed a day of work because of disability.

On the average, two out of every three persons 65 and over had visited a physician during the previous 6 mo
and one out of five had visited a dentist. This population group made an average of about 14 visits to a physician and
one visit to a dentist during the year. About 7 percent had not visited a physician, and about half of the population
65 and over had not visited a dentist, in at least 5 years. (About 51 percent of all persons 65 years old and over were
edentulous in 1971, that is, they had no teeth.)

AlthoUgh the number of persons using services covered by Medicare during the 5 years from 1967 through 1971
increased each year, the total number of persons enrolled also increased at about the same rate scrithat a constant
share of enrollees, about 79 percent, used covered services. Each year during this period about 75 percent of enrolled
men 65 and over and around 80 percent of enrolled women used covered services. The average charge for covered
services per person was around $150 in 1967 andln the area of $200 in 1970 and 1971.

By far, the major cause of death in 1972 of persons 65 years and over was heart disease. Among the 10 leading
causes, diseases of the heart accounted for as many deaths as did the remaining nine causes combined. The second
leading cause was malignant neoplasms, followed by cerebrovascular disease. Accidents rated sixth.
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Table 46. SELECTED HEALTH INDICATORS FOR TOTAL POPULATION AND POPULATION
65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY SEX: 1972

Indlcator

Both sexes j Male

All 65 yearn All

tOr!rb and over atjeft

:9)1.110 19,921 90,445

b5 yearn
and over

0,201

Female

All

ages
65 yearn
and over

Total population thoy J4.1. 105,704 11,623

Percent wtth actlytty ilmItatton 12.7 43.2 13.2 47.0 12.2 40.5
In major artivtty 9.6 37.9 10.0 43.3 9.2 34.1

Persons lnlured per 100 persona pet year 31.5 21.31 37.6 22.3 25,8 20.6
Days of restrlctodactivIty per loft perftons
per year 276.0 552.71 288.6 439.0 264.2( 633.2

Days of bed dtpabtlity ass,x tated wtth Injury
per 100 persona per year 80.3 195.21 76.2 171.0 04.1 211,,8

Source. 1:!8. Department of Health, 4.41tvattyn, and Wellare, National Center for Health atatinttcs.

Table 47. WORK DISABILITY FOR PERSONS 60 TO 64 YEARS OLD, BY RACE AND SEX: 1970

With work disability 1 Percent distribution of population with work disability

Race and sex

ALL RaCE5'

Total
population

Total

Percent
of total

Popu-
lation 1

Total

f Partial,

F--

I Total

A
work disability Complete work disability

Leob than
5 yearn

5 years
Or more

Total
Loon than
5 yearn

5years
or more

Both sexes, 60 to 64 yearn: 11,556,278 2,227,156 26 0 100.0 12.8 20.5 22,3 57.2 26.4 30.7

Male .............. . 1,004,0311 1,126,382. 28.1 100:0 50.7 24.6 26.0 49.3 26.1 213.0

Female 1,552.241 1,101.071 21.2 1 100.0 1, 34.7 16.2 16.6 65.3 26.4 38.8

WHITE

both notes, 60 to 64 yearn 7,753,611 1,947,792 2S.1 . 100.0 13.9 21.0 22.6 50.1 26.31 29.9

Male 3,629.523 1,000,370 27.6 100.0 52.0 25.5 ' 26.6 46.0 26.01 21.9

Female .......... 1,121.080 947,122 23.0 1 100.0 35.3 16.3 114.9 ,164.7 26.,1 38 d

°nth sexes, 60 to 61 years 731,073 260,686 35.7 , 100.0 35.0 16,7 18.2 65.0 27,9, 37.2

Maly 332.0161,, 111.028 31.6 1 100.0 39.6 114.9 20.0 60.4 29.1' 31.2

Female. .at 399,057 1 141.8541., 36.6 I 100.0 31.3 1,1.9 16.3 68.71 26.91 11.9

'Includes persons of other races, not shown noparatelv.

Source: .S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Cennun,
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Table 48. LIMITATION OF MOBILITY DUE TO CHRONIC CONDITIOI4$ BY DEGREE

OF LIMITATION, FOR PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY SEA: 1972
(Numbero in thounands)

TotalDegree of limitation

Total peroono. 65 yearn and over 19,921
With mobility limitation... . .... 3,505

Confined to the houpo.h. . . 1,027
Need help in getting around.. . *. 1,327
Have trouble getting around alone ..... 1,151

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION

Total with limitation. 100 0
Limitotlono:
Confined to the house 29.3
Need help in getting Irtound... ....... 37.9
Hove trouble getting around alone. ' 32.8

. Male Female

8,301 11,623
1,348 2,158 .

407 620
494 833
446 705

100.0 100.0

30.2 28.7
36.6 '38.6
33. 32.7

Source: U.S. Department of HeaAth, Education, and Welfare, NationalLtenter fo Health Statlotico.

Table 49. MEAN DAYS OF DISABILITY PER PERSON PER QUARTER FOR ALL
PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY TYPE OF DISABILITY AND SEX: 1972

Type of dioabilitv and sex

Both oexen, 65 yearn and over
Mean days of rentricted activity
Mean days of bed dinahility
Mean dayn lost froth work.. .

Male, 65 years and over
Moan dayn of restricted activity
Mean dayn of bed disability
Mean days lont from work

Female, 65 yearn and over
Mean dayn of rentricted activity
Mean days of hed dinanility
Mean dayn lont from work...

Quarter

January-
March

April-
June

July-

September

October-
December

9.8 9.2 8.7 8.8
1.'2 3.5 3.1 3.3

1.3 1.3 1.1

8.1 8.2 9.1 7.7
3.31 3.1 3.5
1.s 1.5 2.0 (5)

11.0 9.8 8.4 9.7
1.7 3.7 2.9 3.3
1.8 (6) (S) 1.8

S Figure doen no meet standards of reliability or, precision than 30 percent relative
otandard error

Source: U.S. Department of Health. Education, and Welfare, National Center for Health Statistics.

t) tS

(has mot

r
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Tpble 50. TIME INTERVAL SINCE LAST PHYSICIAN AND DENTAL VISIT AND VISITS PER PERSON
PER YEAR BY SEX, FOR PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER: 1972

Type of vinit and sex

PI1V!afiAN VINIT

Total
perconn 65
yearn and

over Total

time interval nine..

to 11
month.,

last

1 1

year

vinit

2 to -1

(earn

5 yearn
or more

Vinitn per
pernon

per year
l'ruhT ti -Ft;
month,

Doth nexen, 19,921 100.0 66,3 9.1 7.1 9.1 7.3 11.5

Male.. . ............. . 0,301 100,0 63.2 9.1 7.3 11.0 0.7 15.8

Female

DENTAL viniT

11,623 100.0 68.5 9.3 7.0 0.3 6.3 13.7

finch town ........ 19.921 100,0 20.0 6.9 6,9 15.1 19.2 1.0

Male 0,301 100,0 17.9 7.0' 7.7 16.5 19.2 0.9

Female 11,623 100.0 21.1 6.9 6.3 11.5 19.3 1.0

'Include n numbers of per -none reporting no visit or timing oe Iant vinif unknown, n tdlown n arately.

Nource, 4.S. Department of Health, Niucation, and Welfare, National ('enter for Health Statintien.

O
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Table 51. SUPPLEMENTARY MEDICAL INSURANCE (MEDICARE) UTILIZATION AND AVERAGE
COVERED CHARGES EACH CALENDAR YEAR: 1967 -1971

Subject 1971
ti

1970 t 1969 1968 '--1967

Persons enrolled thousands.. 21,204 20,684 20,299 19,709 18,653
Ustag Mvered services thousands.. 16,529 16,367 15,961 15,569 14,763

Percent 78.0 79.1 78.6 79.0 79.1

Coverdd charges, total millions.. $3,117.3 .$3,219.7. $2,939.0 $2,552.1 $2,132.9
Average' covered charges per person $191 .:'200 $188 $167 .?148

PERCENT USING COVERED SERVICES

'Roth sexes, 65 to 71 years 74.7 77.2 76.1 76.5 77.3
2(Werage covered chargts per person $177 $188 $183 4162 $139

136th sexes, 75 to 84 years 82.1 80.9 82.5 Aq.2 81.4
Avd'rage covered charges per person $214 $209 $184 . $168 $158

Both sexes, 85 years and over 85.0 xft.a 82.2 81.1 84.6
Average covered charges per person $200 $240 $229 $20A $179

Male, 65 years and over 75.7 76.1 75.5 75.9 75.1
.Average covered charges per person $200 $209 $205 $182 $152

Female, 65 years and over 79.5 81.3 80.9 81:2 82.2
° Average covered charges per person $186 $194 $177 $158 $145

Source: U.S. Department 0f Health

t,

Education, and Voalfve, National Center for Health Statistics.

a

6 k,
Table 52. RANK OF MAJOR CAUSES OF DEATH FOR PERSONS

65 YEARS OLD AND OVER: 1972

Rank Cause of death

1

7

8

9

Diseases of heart
Malignant neoplasms, including neoplaSas
hemaaopoletic tissues

Cerebrovascular diseases
Influenza and pneumonia
Arteriosclerosis
Accidents

Motor 1.7ehiCle accidents
All other accidents

Diabete

Bronchitis, emphysema, and asthma
Cirrhosis liver
Hypertension

cis

Rate
(per 100,000)

2,682.3
of lymphatic and

947.6
A47.0
206.8'
147.7

132.7
36.2
96.4
130.3

101.1

37.2
27.1

Source U.S. Department of Health, Education and l%elfare,,National Center for Health
Statistics.

a.

rF
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° CRIME VICTIMIZATION

The population 65 and over suffered about one-fourth as many crimes, relatively, against their person during the
first half of 1973 as did the population 12 years old and over, about 15 crimes per 1,000 population compared with

per 1,000. For each of the two age groups, larceny was by far the most frequent drime (about 70 percent)
followed by assault. -

In crimes against households, those households headed by a person 65 years and over were victimized to a lesser
extent than all households for each of the three household crimes considered. Motor vehicle theft accounted for a
relatively minor portion of household crimes, but burglary and household larceny accounted for the great majority
of cases.

A

$
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Table 53. VICTIMIZATION RATES FOR SELECTED CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS FOR THE POPULA-
TION 12 YEARS OLD AND OVER AND 65 YEAROLD AND OVER, BY SEX: FIRST HALF OF 1973

(Rate per 1,000 population)

Crime

Persons 12 years and over Persons 65 yearn apd over

Both
sexes

Male Female
Both
sexes

Male Female

Total persons thousands.. 161,502 76,771 84,731 20,149 0,321 11,828

Total selected crimes' 64.0 75.2 '53.9 15.1 18.4 12.8
Rape (8) (H) 0 (B)
Robbery: 4

With injury 1.2 1.61 0.8 1.0 (8) 1.1
Without injury 2.3 3.6 1.2 1.5 2.1 1.1

Assault;
Aggravated 5.1 7.7 2.8 0.8 (B) 0.9
Simple 8.1 10.3 li 6.1 1.1 1.6 (B)

Personal larceny 46.7 I 52.0 42.0 10.6 13.2 8.8

,8 Base too small for rate to be statistically reliable.
'Restricted to crimes shown separately.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Law Enforcement Assistance Administration.

Table 54. VICTIMIZATION RATES FOR SELECTED CRIMES AGAINST HOLISE-
HOLDS FOR HOUSEHOLD HEADS 12 YEARS OLD AND OVER AND 65
YEARS OLD AND OVER: FIRSTHALF OF 1973

0
(Rate per 1,000 households)

Crime

Head, 12
years and

over

Head, 65
yearn and

over

Total households thousands.. 68,978 13,397

Total selected crimes' 103.9 55.3
Burglary 44.0 28.5

Household larceny 31.4 24.8
Motor vehicle theft 8.5 2.0

'Restricted to crimes shown separately.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Law Enforcement Assistance Administration.

1
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SOURCE AND RELIABILITY OF THE ESTIMATES

Source of Data. Most of the estimates in this report are
based on data from the Current Population Survey of
the Bureau of the Census and from the Decennial Cen-
suses of Population and Housing, particularly the 1b70
census. Other data were provided by various govern-
mental agencies which include the Bureau of Labor
Statistics; Department of Health, Education, and Wel-
fare; Veterans Administration; and he Department of
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Justice. Brief descriptions of the sources and/or the
procedures by which the data were obtained are pre-
sented below.

Current Population Survey (CPS). The following table
provides a description of some aspects of the Current
Population Survey design.

DESCRIPTION OF THE CURRENT POPULATION SURVEY .

Time period
Number of

sample
areas

Number of
counties'

Households eligible Households
visited, not
interviewed2Inter-

viewed
.t

Not inter-
viewed

1972 to present...
August 1971 to July 1972
January 1967 to July 1971.,
1966

------461
449
449
357

923
863
863
701

45,000
45,000
48,000
33,500

2,000
2,000
2,000
1,500

8,000
8,000
8,500
6,000

'These are the number of counties and independent cities with coverage in each of the 50
States and the District of Columbia.

2These are households which were visited, but were found to be vacant or otherwise not
to be interviewed.

The estimating procedure used in the Current Popula-
tion Survey involves the inflation of the weighted
sample results to independent'estimates of the Lilian
noninstitutional population of the United States by
age, race, and sex. These independent estimates are
based on statistics from the previous Decennial' Census
of Population, statistics of births, deaths, immigration
and emigration, and statistics on the strength of the
Armed Forces. Some of the CPS estimates for this
report have already been published in the P-20 and
P-60 series of CPS derived data.

Decennial Census of Population. Decennial censir, data
in the report are based on complete counts o. on the
samples associated with the census. All data in this
report from the 1950 or earlier decennial censuses are
based on complete counts. Descriptions of the 5-, 15-,
and 20-percent samples from the 1970 census -are
found in the appropriate census publications. The 1970
Decennial Census tables appear in three special series
of volumes: two for Population countsPC(1) and
PC(2) and one for Housing countsHC7. Additionally,
1970 census data appear in U.S. Summary volumes.

t

Veterans Administration Data. The data of table 22
were obtained by the Veterans Administration from
administrative records.

CurrentMedicare Survey (CMS). Data collected from
the Current Medicare Survey (CMS) for this report
(data from 1967 through 1971) are based on a sample
which was spread over 105 areas with coverage in each
of the 50 States Frid the District of Columbia. The
CMS was a sample of those persons who received either
or Moth parts of,Medicarei benefits. The sample persons
were selected directly from the Medicare rolls for each
sample PSU. The full sample, which was interviewed
monthly for each of 15 consecutive months, consisted
of about 5,200 persons. For about 2 percent of the
persons visited, on the average, interviews were not
obtained..

Nedicare has two parts: (1) hospital ,benefits and (2)
supplemental benefits.
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Health Intervielw Survey (HIS). Plata collected from
the Health Interview Survey in 1972 are based on
sample spread over 357 areas with coverage in each of
the 50 States and the District of Columbia. The HIS
sample of 1972 consisted of approximately 57,000
assigned households, of which 11,000 were vacant,
demolished, or occupied by persons not in the scope
of the survey. The 46,000 eligible-occupied households
in 1972 yielded a probability sample of about 134,000
persons in 44,000 interviewed households.

Vital Statistics Data. Data on mortality rates are pub-
lished by the Office of Health Statistics Analysis of the
National Center for Health Statistics, Department of
'Health, Education, and Welfare. The children-ever-born
statistics of table 10 are based on 1970 census data.

C.7

ti,Crime Data. Th data on crime are published by the
Law Enforcement, Assistance Administration and were
obtained from the National Crime Survey. The National
Crime Survey is based on data obtained from a stratified
multi-stage cluctPr 'sample from 376 strata, and is

,.conducted on a quarterly basis to produce quarterly
estimates and rates of crime victimizations. Approxi-
mately 75,000 housing units and other living quarters
are designated for the sample: Of these, about 12,500
units are found to be vacant, demolished, converted
to nonresidential use, or ineligible for some other
reason. An additional 2,500 households are not inter-

'Viewed because no one is at home after repeated visits
by the interviewer, the residents refuse to he inter-
viewed, are temporarily absent, or are unavailable for
some other reason.

Reliability of the Estimates. Since' many of the esti
mates are based on a sample, they may differ somewhat
fibm the figures that would have been obtained if a
complete census had been 'taken using the same
schedules, instructions, and enumerators. As in any
survey work, the results are subject to errors of response
and of reporting as well as being siihiPct to sampling
variability.

. The reliability of an estimate is described in terms
of standard errors which are primarily measures of
sampling variability, that is,' of the variations that
occur by chance because a sample rather than the
whole of the population is surveyed. As calculated for.
this report, the standafd error also partially measures
the effect ot- certain response and enumeration errors,
but it does not measure, as such, any systematic biases
in the data. The chances are about 68 out of 100 that
an estimate from the sample would differ from a com-
plete census figure by less than the standard error.
The chances are about 90 out of 100 that this difference
would be less than 1.6 times the standard error, and
the chances are about 95 out of 100 that the difference
would be less than twice the standard error.

O

All statements of comparison appearing in the text
are significant at a 1,6 standard error level or better,
and most are significant at a level of more than 2.0
standard errors. This means that for most differences
cited in the text, the estimated difference is greater
than twice the standard error of the-difference. State-
ments of comparison qualified in some way (e.g., by the
use of the phrase "some evidence") have a level of sig-
nificance between 1.6 and 2.0 standard errors.

The figures presented in all the standard error tables
are approximations to the standard errors of various
estimates shown in this report. In order to derive stand-
ard errors that would be applicable to a wide variety of
items (for a given subject matter) and could be prepared
at a moderate cost, a number of approximations were
required. As a result, the tables of standard errors
provided are an indication of the order of magnitude
of the standard errors for a given subject matter rather
than the precise standard error for/any specific item.

The reliability of an estimated percentage, computed
by using sample data for both numerator and denomi-
nator, depends upon both the size of the percentage
and the size of the total upon which the percentage is
based. Estimated percentages are relatively more reliable
than the corresponding estimates of the numerators of
the percentages, particularly if the percentages are 50
percent or more

Comparability with other data. Data obtained from the
Current Population Surveys and other governmental
sources are not entirely comparable. This is due in large
part to differences in interviewer training and experi-
ence and in the differing survey processes. This is an
additional component of error not reflected in the
standard error tables. Therefore, caution should be used
in comparing results between these different sources.

'Os

Data based on the CPS sample. Tables of standard
errors for estimates and percentages for characteristics
pertaining to the total or white population (tables A-1
and A-3) and to Negro and other races (tables A-2 and
A-4) are presented below. When two or more charac-
teristics have nearly equal standard errors (e.g.,, total
population and white population), only one table is

presented to represent them. Table A-5 represents fac-
tors which are to be applied to the figures in tables A-1,
A 2, A 3 and A-4 to produce standard errors for the
various subject matter areas. or example, to produce
approximate standard err s for estimates of. total
persons or white persons in low income categories
based on data collected in the CPS after January 1967,
multiply the appropriate figures in tables A-1 or A-3 by
the factor 1.7. The factors for families and households
should be used for items which can typically appear
only once in a given household, e.g., "Number of house-
hold heads."
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Table A-1.STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATED
NUMBERS, TOTAL OR WHITE POPULATION

CPS Estimates

(In thousands. 68 chances out of 100)

Size of
estimate

Standard
error

Size ol
estimate

Standard
error

100 14 5,000... 88

250 23 7,500... 99

500 32 10,000.. 103

1,000..., 44 12,500.. 101

2.,000 61 15,000.. 92

3,000 73 17,500.. 74

4,000 82 20,000.. 36

Note: For a particular characteristic,
see table A-5 for the appropriate factor to
apply to the above standard errors.

Table A-2. STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATED
NUMBERS, NEGRO AND OTHER RACES

CPS Estimates

(In thousands. 68 chances out of 1pe)

Size Of
estimate

Standard
error

Size of
estimate

Standard
error

75 14 750 35

100 16 1,000... 36

200 22 1,250... 34

300 26 1,500... 28

400 30 1,800... 11

500 32

Note: For a particular characteristic,
see table A-5 for the appropriate factor to
apply to the above standard errors.

Illustration of the use of tables of standard errors.
Table 19 of this report shows that in November 1972
there were 11,726,000 females of all races 65 years old
and over in the United States. Table A-1 shows the

.standard error of an estimate of this size to be approxi-
mately 101,600 by use of linear interpolation. The
factor in table A-5 for voting for the total or the white
population is 1.1; thus the resulting standard error is
approkimately 112,000 (101,600 x 1.1). The chances

tare 68 out of 100 that the estimate would have been a
figure differing from a complete census figure by less
than 112,000. The are 95 out of 100 that the
estimate would have been a figure differing from a com-
plete census figure by less than 224,000 (twice the
standard error).

p
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Table 19 also shows that of the 2,878,000 males 75
and over of all races, 14.1 percent reported they were
registered to vote and also reported that they did not
vote. Table A3 shows the standard error of 14.1 per-
cent on a base of 2,878,000 to be approximately 0.9
percentage points. The factor from table A-5 for this
characteristic is again 1.1. Applying the factor 1.1 to the
standard error obtained from table A-3 for 14.1 percent
provides an approximation of the standard error to be
about 1.0 percentage points. Consequently, chances
are 68 out of 100 that the estimated 14.1 percent
would be within 1.0 percentage points of a complete
census figure, and chances are 95 out of 100 that the
estimate would be within 2.0 (2 x 1.0) pbrcentage
points of a complete census figure, i.e., this 95 percent
confidence interval would be from 12.1 to 16.1 percent.

Standard error of a difference. For a difference be-
tween two, sample estimates, the standard error is

approximately equal to the square root of the sum of
the squares of the standard error of each estimate con-
sidered separately. This formula will represent the
actual standard error quite accurately for the difference
between two estimates of the same characteristic in
two different areas, or for the difference between
separate and uncorrelated characteristics in the same
area. If, however, there is a high positive correlation
between the two characteristics, the formula will over-
estimate the true standard error.

Illustration of the computation of the standard error
of a difference. Table 19 of this report shows that of
the 5,470,000 males 65 to 74 years-old of all races
in November 1972, 9.7 percent reported they were regis-
tered but did not vote. Thus, the apparent difference be-
tween the percent of males of all races who were 65 to
74 who were registered to vote, but did not, and the
percent of males 75 and over who were registered to
vote, but did not, is 4.4 percent (14.1 9.7). The
standard error of 14.1 percent is 1.0 percent as shown
above. Table A-3 shows the standard error of an esti-
mate of 9.7 percent for a base of 5,470,000 persons
to be approximately 0.6 percentage points. Again,
table A :3 shows a factor of 1.1 for voting for persons
of all races. Applying this factor to the standard error
obtained from table A-3 provides an approximation to
the standard error of 0.7 percentage points. The stand-
ard error of the estimated difference of 4.4 percent is

1.2 percent = /(.7)2 + (1.0)2. This means the chances
are 68 out of 100 that the estimated difference based on
the sample would differ from the change derived using
complete census figures by less than 1.2 percentage
points. The 68 percent confidence interval around the
4.4 percent difference is from 3.2 to 5.6 percent, i.e.,
4.4% ± 1.2%. A conclusion that the average estimate
of the difference derived from all possible samples of
the same size and design lies within a range computed
in this way would be correct for roughly 68 percent
of all possible samples. The 95 percent confidence
interval is 2.0 to 6.8 or 4.4 ± 2(12). Since the 95
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percent confidence interval does not contain the num-
ber zero, we can conclude with 95 percent confidence
that the oroportion of males 65 to 74 is different

tne prt,00rtion of males 75 and over for the
category of these persons who reported they had
registered to vote and reported .that they did not vote.

Standard error of a median. The sampling variability of
an estimated medidn depends upon the form as well as
on_ the size of the distribution from Which the median
is determined. An approximate method for measuring
the reliability of a median is to determine an interval
about the estimated median, such that there is a stated

Table A-3. STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATED PERCENTAGES, TOTAL OR WHITE POPULATION

CPS Estimates

(68 chances out of 100)

Base of 'percentages
Estimated percentage

(thoomunds)
2 pr 98 5, or 95 10 nr 90 25 or 75 I 35 or 65 50

100 2.0 3.1 ,...... 4.3 6.2 6.9 7.2

250 1.3 2.0 2.7 3.9 4.3 4.5

500 0.9 1.4 1.9 2.8 3.1 3.2

1,000 0.6 1.0 1.4 2.0 2.2 2.3

2,000 0.4 0.7 1.0 1.4 1.5 '1.6

3,000 0.4 0.6 0.H 1.1 1.3 1.3

4,000 0:3 'A 0.5 0.7 1.0 1.1 1.1

5,000 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.9 1.0 1.0

7,590 0.2 0.4 0.5 0.7 0.H 0.8

10,000 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.6 0..7 0.7

15,000 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.6

20
N..
000 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.5

50,000 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3

100,000 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2

150,000 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2

195,000 0.05 0.07 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2

Note: For a particular characteristic, see table A-5 for the appropriate factor td

apply to the above standard errors.

'Table A-4. STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATED PERCENTAGES, NEGRO AND OTHER RACES

CPS Estimates

Base of percentages
(thousands)

(6H chances out of 100)

Estimated percentage

2 or 98 5 or 95 10 or 90 25 or 75 35 or 65 50

75 2.7 4.2 5.H H.4 9.2 9.6

100 2.3 3.6 5.0 7.2 8.0 8.4

200, 1.7 2.6 3.544 5.1 5.6 5.9

300 1.4 2.1 2.9 4.2 4.6 4.8

400 1.2 1.8 2.5 3.6 4.0 4.2

500 1.0 1.6 2.2 3.2 3.6 3.7

750 0.9 1.3 1.8 2.6 2.9 3.1

1,000 0.7 1.2 1.6 2.3 2.5 2.6

1,250 0.7 1.0 1.4 2.0 2.3 2.4

1,51)0 0.6 0.9 1.3 1.9 2.1 2.2

1,800 0.6 0.9 1.2 1.7 1.9 2.0

Note: For a particular characteristic, see table A-5 for the appropriate factor to

apply to the above standard' errors.
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Table A-5. FACTORS TO BE APPLIED TO TABLES A-1, A2, A3, AND A-4 TO ESTIMATE STANDARD
ERRORS OF THE CPS DATA FOR DIFFERENT POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS

Type of data

4

CPS data collected from
January 1967 to present

Marital Status:
Family characteristics
Total or white persons
Negro and other races

Movers

Nonmovers

Educational Attainment:
Total or white
Negro and other races

Literacy:
Total or white
Negro and other raceS

Voting:

" Total or white
Negro and other races

Employment or Nonlabor Force: (Monthly)
Total or white:

Both sexes
4

Male only, female only
Negro and other races
Agriculture

O
Employment: Annual Averages
Total or white

Both sexes
Male only, female only

Negro and other races
Agriculture

IncomePersons:
Total or white
egro and other races......................

Income -- Families:

Total or white
Negro and other races

Low Income -- Persons:'

Total or white
Negro and other races

Low Income--Families:
Total or white
'Negro and other races

0.8
1.3

1.3

2.2

1.5

1.0

1.0

0.8
0.7

0.7

1.0

0.6

0.5

0.4
0.8

0.9

01.7

0.7

0.6

1.7

1.4

0.7

0.6

'For the lm-income datalfrom 1966 of table 38, additionally multiply by the factor 1.2.
For the data in table 39 which is broken down by Metropolitan or Nonmetropolitan residence,
additionally multiply by the factor 1.4.

Go



58

degree of confidence that the median based on a com-
plete census lies within the interval. The following
procedure may be used to estimate confidence limits
of a median based on sample data: (1) From tables
.A-3 and A-4 and the factor table A-5, determine the
standard error of a 50- percent characteristic' using
the appropriate base; (2) add to and subtract from 50
percent the standard d'rror determined in step (1); and
(3) using the distribution of the characteristic, read off
the confidence interval corresponding to the two points
established in step (2). A two-standard error confidence
interval may be determined by finding the values corre-
sponding -to the 50 percent plus a1nd minus twice the
standard error determined in step (1).

Illustration of the computation of a confidence interval
for a median. Table 26 shows that the median number
of years of education for males 65 years old and over
who wore not in the labor force in March 1972 was 8.6.
The size, or base, of the distribution from which this
median was determined is 6,233,000 persons.

1. -Table A 3 shows that the standard error of '50
percent on a base of 6,233,000 is about 0.9 percent.
Applying the appropriate factor from table A-5, the
standard error of 50 percent for an Employment or
Non Labor Force, Total or White, Male Only, charac-
teristic is 0.9 x 0.7 .7-, 0.6 percent.

2. To obtain a two-standard error confidence interval
on the estimated median, initially add to and subtract.
from 50 percent twice the standard error found in
step 1. This yields percentage limits of 48.8 and 51.2.

3. From table 26 it can be seen that 46.9 percent
(956,300) had about 8 years of education and 14.2
percent (289,500) had more than 8 and less than 11
years of education. By linear interpolation the
lower limit on the estimate is found to be abo.t

49

8 + (3) (48.8 46.91 = 8.4
14.2

Similarly, the upper limit may be found by linear inter-
polation to be about

8 + (3) (51.2 46.9) = 8.9
k. 14.2

Thus, the 95 percent confidence interval around 8.6
ranges from 8.4 to 8.9.

Treatment of Nonresponse in Mobility. For about five
percent of the persons for whom information was ob-
tained in March 1974, the interviewer was unable to
obtain information about residence in 1970. The usual
procedure for treatment of nonresponse is to create data

by an imputation procedure based on known population
characteristics. However, no attempt was made to
adjust for nonresponse for mobility and nonmobility.
Table 14 reflects this nonresponse by Jiaving percentages
of movers and nonmovers add up to only about 95,
rather than 100, percent. As a consequence, the esti-
mates for percentages of movers and of nonmovers
should both be higher by some portion of the approxi-
mate five percent. It is unknown, however, how the
five percent nonrespondents to residence in 1970
are distributed in regard to mobility.

RELIABILITY OF NON-CPS DATA

Data based on samples from the 1970 Decennial Census.
Standard errors of all data, except for fertility rates,
from the 5-percent sample of the decennial census
shown in this report, are small enough to be disregarded.
The standard errors may be found in the appropriate
census volumes, PC(1), PC(2) or HC(7). Table A-6 of
this report contains standard errors of 1970-based
fertility rates.

Illustration of the use of the fertility standard error
table. Table 10 of this report shows that in 1970 there
were 837,000 black women ever married who were 65
years old and over. These women averaged 3,137
children per thousand women. Table A-6 shows the
standard error of 3,137 children on- a base of 837,000
women to be approximately five children. This means
the chances are 68 out of 100 that the estimate would
have shown a fertility rate differing from a complete
census figure by less than five. The chances are 95 out
of 100 that the estimate would have shown a fertility
rate differing from a complete census figure by less
than 10 (twice the standard error); i.e., the 95 percent
confidence interval would 'be from 3,127 to 3,147
children ever born per thousand married black women
65 years old and over.

Data based on Vital Statistics. Since sample statistics
are not involved in the numerator or denominator of
any vital rate (mortality or fertility), the standard errors
for such rates are zero.

Data based on the Health Interview Survey: United
States - 1972. Standard errors for data tables 46, 48,
49 and 50 of this report can be obtained in the publi-
cation from which these data have been extracted. This
publication is Vital Health Statistics, Series 10- Number
85, produced by the U.S.,Department of Health, Edu-
cation, and Welfare.

Data based on the Current Medicare Survey. Standard
errors for data table 51 of this report may be found in
the Current Medicare Survey Report, Supplementary
Medical Insurance, First Quarter 1971 CMS 20.

Crime Data. Tables A-7 and A-8 contain standard
errors for the crime data of data tables 53 and 54,
respectively, of this report.
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Table A-6. STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATED ERTILITY RATES

Census Data

(68 chances out of 100)

tsomen ever married

(thousands)

Children ever born, per 1,000 women

2,000 2,500 3,000 3,500 4,000

50 15 18 21 25 28

100 10 713 15 17, 20

200 7 9 11 12 14

250 7 8 9 11 13

500 5 6 7 8 9

750 4 5 5 6 7

1,000 3 4 5 5 6

2,000 2 3 3 4 4
c.

5,000 1 2 2 2 3

10,000 1 1 2 2

Table A-7. STANDARD ERRORS FOR ESTIMATED PERSONAL VICTIMIZATION RATES FROM THE
NATIONAL CRIME SURVEY

(68 chances-out of 100)

Base of rate
(thousands)

Estimated rate (per 1,000 persons)

.5 or .73 or 1 or '2.5 or 5 or 10 or 30 or 50 or 100 or

999.5 999.25 999 997.5 995 990, 970 950 900.,

5,000 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.9 1.3 1.8 3.1 4.0 5.5

10,000 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.7 0.9 1.3 2.2 2,A8
3.9

15,000 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.7 1.1 1.8 3.1

20,000 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.6 0.9 1.5 2.0 2.7

25,000... 0.2 0,2 0.3 0.4 0,5 0.8 1.4 1.8 2.5

50,000 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.6 1.0 1.3 1.7

80,000 0.1 0.2 0,2 0.2 0.3 0.5 0,8 1.0 1.3

100,000 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.7 0.9 1.2

120,000 0,1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.7 0.8 1.1

165,000 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.7 0.9

Table A-8. STANDARD ERRORS FOR ESTIMATED HOUSEHOLD VICTIMIZATION RATES FROM THE
NATIONAL CRIME SURVEY
(68 chances out of 100) L

Base of rate
(thousands)

Estimated rate (per 1,000 households)

or 999
2.5 or
997.5

10,000
15,000
20,000
25,000
35,000

'50,000
69,000

0.4
0.3

0.3

0.2
0.2
0.2

0.1

5 or 995
10 or
990

0,5

0.4

0.1

0.1
0.3
0.3
0.2

0.8

0.6
0.5

0.5
0.4

a 0.4
0.3

0.9
0.7
0.7
0.6
0.5
0.4

50 or
950

100 or
900

250 or
.750

2,3 3.2 4.6

1.9 2.7 3.8

1.6 2.2 3.1

1.5 2.0 3.0
1.2 1.7 2.5

1.0 1.5 2.1

0.9 1.2 1.8


